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The New Foundation for Cinema and Television is about to celebrate its Bar

Mitzwa, the age of maturity in Jewish tradition. At the same time, the DocAviv
Festival is just around the comer. Such a combination of events is more than sufficient
to justify dedicating our entire issue to documentary cinema. What's more, the
tremendous drive displayed by our documentarists in recent years and the numerous
awards they brought home from all over the world. has solidly established Israel's
reputation for reviewing its problem and burning issues on film, the latest confirmation
being the prize collected by Shimon Dotan's "Hothouse" in Sundance, last month.
Half of Cinematheque looks this time at Israelt documentaries from various angles.
First, we asked Meir Schnitzer, a devoted follower of the genre, to pick a series of
milestones, establishing the high points of Israeli documentary cinema until now.
Shmulik Duvdevani looks at what he calls "I movies", intensely personal pictures
made by filmmakers who underline their presence and their individual views as a
starting point for their films (unlike those who would like their films to be considered
"objective", whatever that is supposed to mean). Israeli documentaries fall, more
often than not, in this "I movies" category and Duvdevani focuses on some of the
more relevant examples. Danny Muggia met David Fisher, the head of the New
Foundation for Film and Television, to discuss the achievements and the challenges
faced by one of the essential Israeli institutions in this field. And Danny Warth
reflects on some of the Israeli films dealing with the Holocaust, a subject that was
for many years almost a tabou for Jewish audiences, given the raw sensitivity of the
subject, until Lanzmann's "Shoah" came along to show a new way of treating it.
The other half of Cinematheque is dedicated to documentaries in general. Orly
Lubin, an authority on feminist cinema, has viewed and reports on a new six hours
series to be featured in the forthcoming DocAviv program - Jennifer Fox's "Flying
Confessions of a Free Woman". Amir Wodka looks at the documentary filmography
of the idiosyncratic Werner Herzog, a director whose output is equally challenging
and complex, whatever genre he chooses to work in. Finally, the DVD section presents
a series of documentaries which have drawn much attention in the course of the last
year, such as Spike Lee's "Requiem in Four Acts", Michael Apted's "49 Up" or the
controversial "The Inconvenient Truth", none of which have as yet been shown in
Israel, either in cinemas or on television. Luckily, we have the disks to fall back on.

Enjoy.

Edna Fainaru

" " Milestones on the Road /&
Meir Schnitzer
Documentary highlights of Israeli

cinema

Celebrating Bar Mitzwa

Danny Muggia

An interview with David Fisher, the
head of the New Foundation for
Cinema and TV

| MOVIES

Shmulik Duvdevani

Israeli version of "new journalism" in
documentaries

The personal stories
Danny Warth
Testimonies of the Holocaust

The real sense of the feminist revolution
Orly Lubin

Looking in depth at Jennifer Fox's six
hours series Flying Confessions of a
Free Woman

@

Herzog for real

Amir Wodka

The director's documentaries are as
challenging and rewarding as his fiction

DVDs — The documentaries of the year
Amir Wodka, Ziv Weiner, ido
Hartogsohn, Nili Josephsohn
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