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Considering the date, it is inevitable that most of this issue will be packed with
festivals. Those that have already taken place in the first couple of months of the year and
one that is just about to start. But before getting to them, we first have the meeting with an
Israeli filmmaker, Eran Riklis, whose last film, "the Syrian Bride", even before conquering
local audiences, as it eventually did, had already established for itself a brilliant international
career. The rather cool critical response at last year's Jerusalem Festival was soon forgotten
when less than a month later, in Locarno, Riklis' picture walked away with the Audience
Award, and then, after four more weeks, he had not only an additional Audience Award in
Montreal, but also the International Film Critics Award and the festival's top honors, as its
Best Film. On the eve of his departure to introduce his film first to a London audience and
then to prepare its commercial release in France, Riklis met Pablo Utin and discussed his
work, the backbone of the conversation being Riklis' favorite movies, those he has cherished
all his life and have influenced him, one way or another, through such a checkered career
that included films such as "On a Bright Day You Can See Damascus", "Cup Final", "Zohar",
"Vulcan Junction”, "Temptation” and now "The Syrian Bride", not to mention his many TV
productions.

The first four festivals of 2005 are dissimilar in every respect. Technically, FIPA, taking
place in Biarritz, is not a film festival at all, since it is dedicated to audio-visual productions
(as if moving pictures are anything else). Its program displays the kind of shows that have
been produced for TV but somehow you never get to see at home, because programmers
with their eyes riveted on rating figures would never dare to show them. This time, we are
also focusing on one particular show screened at FIPA, an Israeli documentary entitled
"Magia Russica", made by Masha and Jonathan Tzur and dedicated to Russian animation,
whose roots are, of course, in the Bolshevik regime.

Chronologically second in line, Rotterdam’s festival won its fame for its insistence on
unconventional programming and its daring to show things no one else was willing to touch.
With time it grew to Gargantuan proportions, it sprouted the enormously successful CineMart,
which puts projects in contact with investors and delights most of its attendants, but at the
same time, is in danger of bursting at the seams as a festival. Still, one thing is undeniable,
they have not lost their knack for fascinating retrospective programs, the one this year
dedicated to the late Tomu Uchida, a Japanese director whose name has been rarely heard
of outside his native land until now.

In Budapest, the Hungarian cinema persists in its admirable tradition of inviting guests from
all over the world every year to watch their new films. Maybe this is their secret for preserving
their position in the film world. They may not have every year a new "Mephisto" to show,
but this year, for instance, they did present the adaptation of Nobel Prize winner Imre
Kertesz' "Fateless”, the first film directed by Lajos Koltai, the renowned cinematographer
of Istvan Szabo's film.

The most influential of the four festivals is of course the Berlinale, one of the world's leading
film events, growing ever more fashionable, large and weighty with every year. This time
around, with no AFM to detract the attention, everyone was in Berlin. A resounding success
by most parameters, the festival still left many film buffs brooding at the lack of what they
would consider exciting material, and even more at the decisions of a jury which seemed
to be unfit for a festival such as this.

Finally, "Doc Aviv", Tel Aviv's documentary film festival is due to open in a few days.
Already a fixture in the festival calendar, it has announced its intention to feature this year
a tribute to one of the greatest documentarists ever, Jean Rouch, a revolutionary filmmaker
responsible for establishing new guidelines for the ethical and artistic codes of this genre.
Pity only three of his films will be shown in the frame of the program, but hopefully Dan
and Noit Geva's review of Rouch's career will tempt our Cinematheques to show some more
of his work in future.

Enjoy.

Edna Fainaru

The Films of My Life
Pablo Utin
Eran Riklis Interviewed

The Fly in the Soup
Dan and Noit Geva
On the cinema of Jean Rouch

Magia Russica

Zvika Oren

The story of Russian animation in
an Israeli documentary

Festivals

FIPA — The television we only dream
about

Edna Fainaru

From Chinese nightingales to
mercenaries in iraq

Rotterdam — How big is big
enough?

Dan Fainaru

The best is still Uchida

Budapest — Time Out
Edna Fainaru
Lajos Koltai directing Imre Kertesz

Berlin — The jury that shouldn't have
been

Dan Fainarv

In the shadow of the market and
the campus
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