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All our thanks go to:

Sidney Levine and Peter Belsito (Filmfinders), Henri
Behar, Lucius Barre, Derek Elley, David Robinson,
Derek Malcolm, Nenad Dukic, Alexis Grivas, Adrienne
Mancia, Etchie Stroh, Denise Breton, Richard
Lormand, Jim Stark, Umberto Rossi, Pamela
Rosenberg, Erika and Ulrich Gregor, Eva Zaoralova,
Mark Shivas, Beki Probst, Peter Scarlet, David Kustow,
Branka Somen, Yoram Golan, Miriam Hochman,
Miriam Kulik and Hlllel Tryster (the Spielberg
Archive), David Fisher, Yehudit Shatz, Dahlia and
David Shapira

Swedish Film Institute - Gunnar Almer, Helena
Lundberg

FilmUnio Budapest - Eva Vezer, Katalin Vajida
Trust Film Sales - Lissy Bellaiche

Danish Film Institute - Pernille Munk- Skydsgaard,
Tine Mosegaard, Inge Merete Norregard
Norwegian Film Insitute - Stine Oppegaard, Jan Erik
Holst, Knut T. Skinnarmo

Holland Film - Claudia Landsberger

Proctor Film & TV - Ellis Driessen

g

Celluloid Dreams - Engame Panahi, Pierre Menahem,
Tanja Meissner, Pascale Ramonda

Fortissimo - Wouter Barendrecht, Marnix van Wijk
Cineclick Asia - Yun-Jeong Kim

Flach Pyramide - Eric Lagesse, Paul Richer

Hart Ryan Productions - Sarah Hodgson
Intercinema - Art Agency Moscow - Raissa Fomina
National Film Center Romania - Alina Salcudeanu
Pathe International - Pascal Diot, Nathalie Villet,
Geraldine Lepicard, Jenny Scheubeck

Portman Film - Jane Baker

Echo Lake Productions - Mark Dempsey, Amos Zakai
IMCINE Mexico - Susana Lopez Aranda

Tiempo y Tono Films - Lillian Haugen

Buc Film Prague - Jaroslav Bucek

Cinemavault inc. - Omar Rajani, Michael Paszt
Bavaria F ilm - Thorsten Schaumann, Stefanie Zeitler,
Michael Weber

Air Canada - Dafna Tzadok

FIAPF - Phyllis Mollet

European Film Promotion - Renate Rose, Claudia
Landsberger

Export Union des Deutschen Films - Christian Dorch,
Susanne Reinker

Ocean Film Distribution - Alain Vannier

Swiss Films - Francine Bruecher

American Cultural Center, Tel Aviv - Eugene Santoro,
Lily Obadiah

British Council - Keith Lawrence, Sigal Cohen

The Canadian Embassy in Israel - Mona Mansour
The Czech Embassy in Israel - Katerina Indrova
The Danish Embassy in Israel - Kristen Ezra

The French Embassy in Israel - Hadrien Laroche,
Alexandre Sorrentino

The Hungarian Embassy in Israel - Laszlo Dvorski
The Mexican Embassy in Israel - Mariana Posada
The Norwegian Embassy in Israel - Reiden Otteroy
The Roumanian Embassy in Israel - Michaela Ionescu
The Swedish Embassy in Israel - Erika Ferrer,
Marianne Lempert

The Taipei Economic & Cultural Office

in Tel-Aviv - David Y. S. Tzou
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The first film by Sergei Bodrov, Jr., as a director.
The genre is only too well known, the underworld
gangester movies, the same one that made him
tremendously popular as an actor in “Brat” and its
sequel “Brat 2”. When the father of two half sisters
gets out of prison, the mafia is waiting for him, to
collect on his unpaid debt. In order to get their money,
the mob decides to take the younger daughter, 8 year-
old Dina, as hostage. Locked away by her father in
a safe house, with her older sister Sveta to look after
her, she is found by the mob who come after her but
Sveta outwits them and the two sisters take off. On
the run, keeping one step ahead of the Mafia, the
relationship between the sisters grows, the eldest
discovering life beyond rifle practice (she is a
champion sharpshooter) and the younger learns to
be less of a spoiled princess. The film met huge
success in Russia and has been screened in numerous
festivals over the past year. Bodrov himself appears
in a cameo role as a nice young gangster.

Sergei Bodrov, Jr., is the son of Sergei Bodrov, one
of Russia’s leading directors. Born in Moscow, 1971,
studied history at Moscow University, he worked as
ateacher from 1997 until 1999 when he wrote and
acted in the program, “Vzglyad”, that won a prize
for the best television program on arts and literature.
Bodrov’s first starring role was in a short film directed
by his father, followed by two starring roles in
“Prisoner of the Mountain”, directed again by his
father, Bodrov Sr. (Academy Award for Best Foreign
Film), and “Brat”.(Brother) Recently Bodrov, Jr.
also appeared in another one of his father’s films,
“The Quickie”, also featured in our Long Weekend
program.

Awards

golden Taurus, Russia — Best Director’s Debut,
001

Izo]a - Cinema of the Present - Venice 2001

Russia 20017 85 Min.

Producer:
Sergey Selyanov for
CTB Films

Sergei Bodrov, Jr.

Screenplay:
Bodrov, Jr.

Guishad Omarova
Sergei Bodrov

Cinematographer:
Valeri Martynov

€ditor:
Natasha Kucherenko

Music:
compilation -
Viktor Tsoi;
“Agata Hristi” -
Gleb & Vadim
Samoiloy

Principal Cast:
Oksana Akinjshin
Hatya Gorin
Sergei Bodrov, Jr.
Andrei Krasko
filexander Bashirov
Roman Rgeev

Film Source:
intercinema-Art
figency, Moscow
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It is not the first time that a film has dealt with
physical handicaps or some type of disability in
the context of modern society. Usually such films
are either melodramas of documentaries. “Elling”,
one of the most successful Norwegian films to
date, however, is a social satire which deals with
the issue in a humorous fashion. After two years
in a psychiatric clinic, Elling is set to return to an
apparently normal everyday life. Along with his
somewhat more challenged roommate Kjell, he
has been given a welfare apartment in Majorstua
in Oslo and is expected to take care of himself.
For someone who finds crossing a restaurant floor
comparable to crossing Antarctica, this new life is
fraught with obstacles that need to be surmounted.
By sheer willpower and with a slowly developing
courage, Elling and Kjell dodder down unfamiliar
roads. And when Kjell meets a woman and Elling
vomits at the sight and sound of contemporary
Norwegian lyrical poetry, situations occur where
these frightened young men are forced to give it
all they’ve got.

Petter Naess, born in 1960 has primarily worked
in the world of theater and revues, both as
scriptwriter, director and actor. Since 1997 he has
worked as a director at Oslo Nye Theater, where
he was responsible for the critically acclaimed
theater version of “Elling and Kjell Bjarne”. His
first feature film was the comedy “Absolute
Hangover” which won awards for the best male
and female leads in 1999.

Awards

New Director San Sebastian Film Festival, 2001
Youth Prize, San Sebastian Film Festival, 2001
Audience Award, Lubeck Film Festival, 2001

1

Cinematographer:

n 1

Norway 2001

90 Min.
Producer:

Dag Alverberg
for Maipo Film and

TV Prod

Director:
Petter Naess

Screenplay:

Axel Hellstenius

Inge-Lise Langfeldt

Principal Cast:
Per Christian €llefsen

With the support of
the Norwegian

Svein Krovel
€ditor:

Sven Nordin

Per Christensen
Jorgen Langhelle
Marit Pia Jacobsen

Norwegian Film

Institute

€mbassy
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A hurried young couple, pre-occupied with their
careers and trying to keep up with the rat race
barely have enough time to even notice their
daughter, Lisa. “P” is Lisa’s imaginary friend who
lives behind the wallpaper in her bedroom. One
day the house is demolished and “P” emerges from
the rubble. With no language or identity he sets
out into the human world, ending up at a refugee
center. This is the start of the account of “P’s”
dramatic progress through decline and his way to
becoming a good citizen, touching people along
the way with his innocence and good intentions.
“P” inspires reflection and change in those he
meets. The sixth film in Denmark’s Dogme series.

Ake Sandgren, born in Sweden in 1955, graduated
the Danish Film School in 1982. Among his films,
John's Secret (1985), Miracle in Valby (1987)
awarded three Swedish Oscars, Sling Shot (1993),
winner of another Swedish Oscar, and Beyond
(2000).

Awards

Best Film, Lubeck Film Festival, 2001
Ecumenical Prize, San Sebastian International Film
Festival, 2001

OCIC Award

Baltic Filmprize

Holden Award, Best Screenplay

Danish Oscar for best actor: Nikolaj Lie Kaas

P71 n o2

Denmark
2001 20 Min.

Producer:
Ib Terdini
for Zentropa
Production

. Director:
Ake Sandgren

Screenplay:
Sandgren

Cinematographer:
Dirk Bruel

€ditor:
Kasper Leick

Principal Cast:
Nikolqj Lic Kaas

Peter Mygind
Susan R&. Olsen
Clare Nepper
Winther
Lina KHruse

Film Source:
Trust Films and the
Danish Film Institute
With the support of
the Danish Embassy

in Israel
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This film is about seduction, bad decisions and a
world where things are out of place. What can a
young man learn in a place where he does not
belong; to which he was lured by others or by his
false dreams. Can one keep one's inner harmony
in a foreign place, where one cannot live according
to one's own standards? Four youths are the
protagonists of this film. One couple feels at home
in this world; they look nice, want to get rich, drive
an expensive car and wear expensive clothes. The
other girl wears clumsy shoes, daydreams
constantly, and dates a clutzy security guard with
torn underwear. Such characters cross our
protagonists and we have to pay attention to them.
A modern tale, emotional and ironic, today in
Budapest in the year 2000.

Agnes Incze is better known, since 1992, as a
prolific director of documentaries. Her first feature

film “I love Budapest” is based on persons she

encountered while preparing one of these
documentaries,

entitled “Robot”. She insists, however, that the
people in her film are not replicas of the real life
characters, though inspired by them.

Awards
32" Hungarian Film Festival (2001) — Best
feature film, best cameraman, Gergely Pohdrnok
and the most promising young talent award,
Gabriella Hamori

Hungary
2001 85 Min.
Producers:
Zsuzsanna G. Hollosi
Gabor Varga for
Filmplus/Duna
Television

_ Director:
Agnes Incze

Screenplay:
Incze

Cinematographer:
Gergely Pohdrnok
Incze

Gabrieclla Hamori

Séndor Csanyi
Martina Kovacs
Tamaés Lengyel

Film Source:
filmunio, Budapest
With the support
of the
Hungarian €Embassy
in Israel
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A young director’s debut feature that received the
full support of well-known director Hou Hsiao-
hsien who is also the executive producer. The film
features, all the motives that characterize Chinese
cultural life-style transmitted to the movie-goer
not as a lecture but as an inseparable part of the
plot. Tung-ching’s life has changed since a recent
car accident, as a result of which the lifeline on
his left hand was scratched away. Three months
later his father has a stroke and he is forced to take
over the family pawnshop. He spends his days
and nights in the cluttered and caged room in the
basement with his girlfriend Eiko engaging in
clever banter between making the occasional deal
and comforting those who miss his dad. When
Tung-ching starts flirting with a lady that enters
the store and talks him into an unusual way of
selling his pawned goods on the Taipei subway,
his life becomes most complicated indeed. The
camera chooses unexpected angles, utilizing all
the potential of the small and cramped space where
most of the film takes place. He also shows the
city and its subway, where the other scenes take
place and obtains a different image, unknown to
us from other films.

Hsiao Ya-chuan was born in 1967 and attended
Taiwan’s National Institute of the Arts. He has
directed several short works on film and video
since 1988 and worked as assistant director to Hou
Hsiao-hsien on “Flowers of Shanghai” (1999).
“Mirror Image” is his first feature.

Awards

Best Director and Artistic Achievement,
Thegsaloniki Film Festival, 2001

HOnorary Mention, Vancouver International Film
Festival, 2001

Taiwan 2000
72 Mins.

Producers:
Hou Hsiao-hsien
Hsien Ping-han
Hsioo ¥a-chuan

Director:
Hsiao Ya-chuan

Screenplay:
Hsiao Ya-chuan

Cinematographer:

Lin Tse-chung

€ditor:
Chou Chia-chun

Music:
Hou Chih-chich

Principal Cast:
Lee Jiunn-jye
Fan Hsiao-fon
era Wang
¥ang li-wei
Shu Dei-yuan

Film Source:
Celluloid Dreams
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Gerardo Tort’s first feature film recalls one of the best
known Mexican films ever made, “Los Olvidados” by
Luis Bunuel.

The lead is a 15- year-old boy, Ropino, who makes a
living from all sorts of delivery jobs, including drug
dealing. The boy’s dream is to get out from the city
along with his lover and thus he takes the payment of
his latest drug deal instead of handing it over to the
corrupt policeman who dominates the whole
neighborhood.

Despite the imminent dangers, with the police chasing
him all over the barrio, it seems that through friends
he will be able to pursue his dream, when he is told
that his real father whom he never met is still alive and
living in the city. Ropino is determined not to flee the
city, whatever the risk, before seeing his father, even
if it’s just for this one time.

Tort uses a straightforward, bold style, doesn’t
compromise and refuses the slightest improvement of
condescension tin his portrait of the city’s underbelly,
where human existence has no value whatsoever, and
surviving is the ultimate goal in life.

Gerardo Tort was born in Puebla in 1958. Majored in
communications at the Ibero-American University,
specializing in film studies. He worked for 15 years as
a producer and a director of short films and commercials,
and as assistant director among other jobs. He started
a movie magazine called “Avan Garaje”, and in 1988
published a book of poems called “In Order to build a
Head-Stone”. “In the Street” is his first feature.

Awards

Best Actor - Luis Fernando Pena, Guadalajara Film
Festival

Best Film, Guadalajara Film Festival

11 New Directors Prize, San Sebastian Film Festival, 2001

I o

Mexico
2001 85 Min.

Producer:
lillian Haugen &
Hector Ortega
for Tiempo y Tono
Films

Director:
Gerardo Tort

Screenplay:
Marina Stavenhagen
Cinematographer:
Hector Ortega

€ditor:
Carlos Hagermann
Juan Carlos
Solorzano

Music:
Diego Herrera

Luis Fernando Pena

Maya Zapata
Armando Hernandez
Mario Zaragoza
Vanessa Bauche
Luis Felipe Tovar

Tiempo y Tono Films
/ IMCINE
With the support
of the
Mexican Embassy in
Israel
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Eric Rohmer, aged 81, has always had a predilection
for exploring morals and mores in a subtle and
sophisticated manner. Most of his films are set in
the present and are usually arranged in series
bearing titles like “Moral Tales”, “Comedies and
Proverbs”, or “Tales of Four Seasons”. In between
he has also treated a number of historical subjects,
though all of them, just like the one he treats now,
bearing clear contemporary implications. Grace
Elliot is a young Scottish aristocrat stranded in
Paris during the French Revolution. Rohmer
adapted his script from her own memoirs, the film
depicting the relationship between her and the
Duke of Orleans, cousin of Louis XVI, King of
France and the only Bourbon to side with the
Revolution. As former lovers, Grace and the Duke
share an ambiguous attraction for each other. Their
complex intimacy is all the more difficult under
the political turmoil they are witnessing. Grace,
afervent defender of the monarchy, cannot condone
her lover’s vote in favor of executing his cousin
the king. Torn between her love and her beliefs,
Grace also has to deal with the danger of being
suspected as an English spy.

Eric Rohmer, born in Nancy, 1920, is one of the
founders of the new wave of French cinema and
became a leading force with the “Cahiers du
Cinema”, as a particularly fiery film critic. An
intellectual whose theoretical and philosophical
concerns are evident in every film he made, he is
one of the most important and prolific filmmakers
of the French cinema. Among his best known films,
“Ma nuit chez Maud” (1969), “L”amour ’apres-
midi” (1972), “Pauline a la plage” (1983), “Le
rayon vert” (1986), etc.

1 n o 1

France
2007 125 Min

Producer:
Francoise €tchegaray
for Pathe image/
C.€.R. / France 3
Cinema

Director:
€ric Rohmer

Screenplay:

Rohmer

Cinematographer:
Diane Baratier

€ditor:
Mary Stephen

Principal Cast:
Lucy Russel

Jeon-Claude Dreyfus

Pathe International

With the support of

the French €mbassy
in israel
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Darejan Omirbaev is one of the most exciting
directors in the world today. With four films behind
him, his sparseness, piercing visual language and
way of igniting the viewer’s imagination while
only giving the minimum of information puts him
in the front row of cinema today. The film is clearly
semi-autobiographical, as the protagonist is a film
director, married and father to a son. He receives
a letter informing him that his mother is very ill,
he sets out alone by car to visit her in her village.
During his journey, he looks back on recent events
in his life in a series of flashbacks that outline the
details of his daily life as husband and filmmaker.
We share in his recent frustration, when he was
asked by the censors to remove from his film a
shot of a woman being caressed, which they
considered to be too provocative. And we can’t
help smiling at the audience’s reception of another
one of his films. All this is told through his
daydreaming sequences that occupy his mind as
he drives, pauses to rest on the side of the road or
meets people on the way. The sophisticated and
very smooth transition between reality, dreams and
memories constitute a surprising element in a film
that appears to be so introverted, simple and modest,
at first glance.

Darejan Omirbaev was born in Kazakhstan in
1958. After earning a degree in applied
mathematics, he worked first as a professor and
programmer, then as an editor for Kazakhfilm
Studio. In 1987, he completed his studies at VGIK
in Moscow and contributed to the periodical “New
Film” as a theorist and critic. Among his films,
all of which have received awards, are “Kairat”
(1992), “Cardiogram” (1995), and “Killer” (1998).

joontp /

France/Kazakhstan
2001 85 Min.

Producers:
€lise Jalladeau
Joel Farges
Ueda Makoto
for Artcam
International/
NHK/Kadam-
T/Kazakhfilm
Rimanov/Artcam
Netherlands/NHK
€nterprises

Director:
Darejan Omirbaev

Screenplay:

Darejon Omirbacv
Limara Jeksembaeva

Cinematographer:

Boris Troshev

R. Beliakova

Principal Cast:

Djamshed Usmonov
Saoule Toktibaeva
Alnour
Tourgambaeva
Magjane Omirbaev
Valeria Gouliaeva

Film Source:
Celiuloid Dreams
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An independent film, made on a shoe-string budget,
filmed in poor conditions and completed with the
generous help of one of Romania’s best known
directors, Lucian Pintilie, it was, nevertheless, a
smashing success on the festival circuit. A road
movie, starting in the port city of Constanta on the
way to Bucharest and back, it follows Ovidiu, a
young man who runs his own business selling
snacks and soft drinks out of his parents’ apartment.
Ovidiu wants to expand and buy a kiosk, but he
lacks the money and is therefore delighted when
a local mafioso offers him an impressive amount
of money for an apparently simple job. All he has
o do is take a bag to a specific address in Bucharest.
It seems, however, that the bag contains some
“stuff” that is less than innocent which explains
why he is supposed to do it all on his own, without
the knowledge of anyone else. Convinced at first
that he has sold only his services, Ovidiu, who
takes along a couple of friends despite the
instructions he was given, will understand,
eventually and when it is far too late, that he has
in fact sold his soul.

Cristi Puiu, born in Bucharest in 1967, studied
painting in Geneva before turning to film. His
short film, “Before Breakfast™, 1995, was screened
at the Locarno Film Festival.

Awards

Best Actor, Alexandru Papadopol, Thessaloniki
Film Festival, 2001

Critic’s Award, Thessaloniki Film Festival, 2001
Special Jury Prize, Cottbus

Special Mention, Artistic Achievement, Vancouver
International Film Festival

Romania
2001
90 Min.

Producer:
Rofilr; Ministry of
Culture; CNC

Director:
Cristi Puiv
Screenplay:
Razvan Radulescuy,
Cristi Puiv
Cinematographer:
Silviu Stavila
€ditor:

Ines Barbu
Nita Chivulescu

Music:
RAndrej Rcin

Principe! Cast:
Alexandru Papadopol

Dragos Bucur
loana Flora

Film Source:
National Film Centre
[Romania
With the support
of the Romanion
€mbassy
In lsrael
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The story takes place in a high-rise neighborhood
populated by working class and emigrants in
Glasgow, Scotland. It seems a vicious flu virus is
attacking the entire population there but the autopsy
of a victim indicates the cause of death wasn’t the
flu but the Anthrax virus. When reported to the
authorities, instructions are immediately relayed
to deny everything and keep it quiet, as it seems
impossible a working class neighborhood in
northern Glasgow could be a target of terror. One
of the film’s leading protagonists is a Kurdish
Refugee who lived through the horrors of Sadaam
Hussein’s gas attacks in northern Iraq and he
recognizes the symptoms his daughter experienced
at the time, before dying. Only through the
diligence and continued pressure of a female
hospital worker is the truth revealed and the culprits
identified. It is significant to point out that “Gas
Attack” was screened at the Edinburgh Film
Festival three months before the Anthrax mail
attacks were first discoveredhin the United States
following the September 11" terror disaster.

Kenny Glenaan has worked as an actor in
television, film and radio for the last ten years.
As a director he has done several short films which
aired as episodes in the popular television series
“Eastenders” and the series “Cops” which won an
award from the British Academy. “Gas Attack™ is
his first feature film.

Awards

Michael Powell Award for Best New British Film
at Edinburgh Film Festival, 2001

Best Actress Award at Cherbourg

15 Best Achievement in Production at Bifa

Scotland/UK
2001
74 Min.

Producer:
Sam Kingsley
for Hart Ryan Scotlond

Director:
Kenny Glenaan

Screenplay:
Rowan Joffe

Cinematographer:
Groham Smith

€ditor:
Christina Heatherington

Music:
Max De Wardener

Principal Cost:
Sherko Zen-Rloushi

Benae Hassan

Robina Qureshi

Morag Caulder
Lavrie Ventry

Film Source:
Hart Ryan
With the support of
the British Council
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A symphony in white, the first inouit film ever, this
picture has taken Cannes by surprise last year. Coming
out of nowhere, with very little word of mouth to
support it, it was one of the festival’s hits, ending up
with the prestigious Golden Camera award for the
best first film in the festival. A first step in a long
series of triumphs, including the Best Canadian Film
in Toronto, no self-respecting festival can afford to
ignore it any more. Featuring an all-Inuit cast and
shot by an almost entirely Inuit crew on locations in
the North Baffin region of Canadian Arctic, this is
the story of Atanarjuat known as the Fast Runner. He
falls in love with the lovely Atuat but unfortunately,
she had been promised to Oki, a violent bully who
is the son of the camp leader. When Atanarjuat takes
Atuat despite the rules of the community, there is
nothing to stop Oki, who seeks revenge. The stunning
landscapes, the authenticity of every detail all through
the film, whether in depicting traditional customs or
choosing costumes, all of them handmade by local
artists, and the impact of a familiar tale told in
unfamiliar surroundings, offer the kind of film
experience never encountered before on the screen.

Zacharias Kunuk born in 1957, is an Inuit artist
who lead a nomad life with his family until the age
of 9, when they all moved to the city of Igloolik on
the Baffin Island. He is world-famous for his wood-
carving sculptures and lectures at a number of
unjversities in North America. He has already made
anumber of shorts, “Atanarjuat - The Fast Runner”
is his first film.

Awards:

Golden Camera for Best First Film - Cannes Film
Festival 2001

Best Canadian Film - Toronto Film Festival 2001

Canada
2001
172 min.

Producer:

Paul Apak Angilir
Norman Cohn
Zacharias Kunu
Germaine Ying Gee
Wong
for Igloolik Isuma
Productions/National
film Board of Canada

€xecutive Producer:
Sally Bochner

Director:

Zacharias Kunuk
Screenplay:
Paul Apak i'-ingllirq
Cinematographer:
Norman Zo;"m
€ditor:
Kunuk, Cohn,

Marie-Christine Sarda
Production Desioner:
Jemes Ungaloaq
Music;

Chris Crilly

Principal Cast:
Natar Tngalacq
Sylvia lvalu
Peter-Henry Rrnotsicq
Loy Tolugarjuh
Madeline ivanu
Film Source:
Cinema Vault
With the support of
the Canadian
€mbassy in isracl
and Rir Canada
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A small town in Korea, in the 1970s. The economic
situation is shaky, the population is depressed and
salaries are low. But four high-school friends,
soul mates, ignore the conditions around them and
defy the rules. They hang out together in school
and even more out of school since studies aren’t
always their main interest. It seems that nothing
can stand in their way. This is how the film begins,
an exceptional and unusual combination of a
coming-of-age film and film noir that was the
biggest commercial success in the history of Korean
cinema. The story follows the four friends through
the next twenty years after graduation from high
school. Each one of them goes his own way, with
his own problems, but all the while they try to
stick together, helping one another out whenever
in need. Until two of them face each other in a
life or death situation while the other two are left
helpless watching from the sidelines. The film is
based on the director’s personal memories using
his own character as well as that of his friends for
the script.

Kwak Kyung-Taek graduated from New York
University’s film school in 1995. The same year
he directed a short film, “A Story of a Military
Prison” that won Best Fillm at the Seoul Short
Film Festival which was followed by screenings
in several international film festivals. His first
feature film, “3 p.m. Paradise” was made in 1997
soon followed by “Dr. K in 1998.
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Korea
2001
117 Min.

Producer:
Suk Myung-hong
for Cineline Il

Kwak Kyung-tack

Screenplay:
Kwak Kyung-tack

Cinematographer:
Ki S. Hwang

€ditor:
Park Gok-Ji

Music:
Choi Man-shik
Choi Soon-shik

Principal Cast:
Yoo Oh-Sung

Jang Dong-gun
Suh Tae-Hwa, Jung
Woon-taeck

Cineclick Asia
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A truly international production - an Irish film,
Yugoslavian director and a Chinese story come
together in an absurd and realistic film about the
world today and all that man is prepared to do in
order to prevent another from touching his personal
and private possessions. The story takes place in
Ireland of the 1920s. Harry is a farmer living in a
small village with his son Gus in a falling-down
house on the edge of town. Harry is tortured by
dreams in which he is transformed into a tree, only
to be cut down and rendered into coffins. His
favorite son died violently a couple years earlier,
soon thereafter followed into the grave by his
heartbroken mother. Harry believes that a man is
measured by his enemies so he picks George, pub
owner, entrepreneur and the most powerful man
in town as his personal adversary. Unfortunately,
his son Gus falls for Eileen, the girl whom George,
also the village matchmaker, has just brought to
town, and Harry has to make a deal for their
wedding. When he finds out that George is having
an affair with his son’s new wife, he tries to rally
the village into a witch hunt. Eventually all efforts
to destroy his enemy backfire and lead Harry to
his own destruction.

Goran Paskaljevic was born in 1947 in Belgrade
and studied filmmaking at Prague’s famous FAMU.
As one of the most famous directors to come out
of 1970s Yugoslavia he has directed more than 40
films. Among his recent films: “Somebody else’s
America” (1995) “Powder Keg” (1998).

Awards:
Best Script, Flanders International Film Festival,
2001
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Ireland
2001 100 Min.

Producers:
Ricardo Tozzi
Lliom O'Neill
Clive Parsons

Antoine de Clermont-
Tonnerre

Director:
Goran Paskaljevic

Screenplay:
Goran Paskaljevic
Stephen Walsh
Christine Gentet-
Paskaljevic

Cinematographer:
Milan Spasic

€ditor:
Petar Putnicovic

Music:
Stefano Arnaldi

Principal Cast:
Colm Mecaney
Adrion Dunbar
Cillien Murghy

Film Source:
Bavaria Film
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The story is universal; it could take place anywhere,
with almost no change. Sara is a typically rebellious,
stubborn, energetic and streetwise teenager. She doesn’(
listen to authority and certainly not to that of her
conservative, single father. The problem is that Sara’s
real name is Nazli, the daughter of Abbas, an Iranian
immigrant to Sweden who is desperate to make sure
Nazli receives some of the long-term security he feels
the country has denied him. To that end, Abbas sets
Sara up with the good looking but violent Hamid, whom
she rejects for Johan, an easygoing 20 year old Swede.

The crises and widening gaps between immigrant parents
and their children is well known and here is dealt with
by Iranian born director Reza Bagher, no stranger to
such circumstances.

Sara Sommerfeld, the film’s star has already received
awards and accolades for her performance.

Reza Bagher, born in 1958 in Iran, is one of the most
promising young emigrant directors, whose work has
enriched the Swedish cinema in recent years. He came
to Sweden in 1976, studied engineering

before switching to film. He graduated the Film and
Theatre School in Stockholm and later completed his
dramatic studies there. His short films, which he has
been making since 1982, have garnered three
international awards. “Wings of Glass” is his first feature
film.

Awards

Audience Award, Moscow Film Festival, 2001

Sara Sommerfeld, Best Actress, Nordic Film Awards,
Haugensund, 2001

Kinderpreis der Nordischen Filminstitute, Lubeck, 2001
CIFEJ Award, Best Film Nordic section, Sandnes, 2001
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Sweden
2000
105 Min.

Producer:
Peter Kropénin for
Omega Films and

Television

Director:
Reza Bagher

Screenplay:
fleza Bagher
Nataliec Drago

Cinematographer:
Hékan Holmberg

€ditor:
Stefan Sundiof

Principal Cast:
Sara Sommerfeld
Alexander Skarsgard
Said Oveissi
Aminah Al Fakir
Rafael €dholm

film Source:
The Swedish Film
Institute
With the support of
the Swedish
€mbassy in Israel
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A complicated and surprising film by the director
of, “Shower”. A mix of documentary and fiction,
the film is based on the life of 1980’s film star, Jia
Hong Sheng, labeled “the thug idol”, who played
gangsters and heroes in Chinese “B” movies. His
story is typical of Chinese youth between the “80s
and ‘90s, when the influx of rock music, western
pop-culture and experimentation with drugs led to
the birth of a new lifestyle. Jia’s already fragile
mental state coupled with drug use led him into a
state of despair. He stopped acting and cut himself
off from all his friends, locking himself in his
apartment to listen to tapes of his favorite music
over and over again. In order to help their son,
Jia’s parents left their jobs, packed up their
belongings and traveled to Beijing to be with him.

An exciting, touching and intelligent film,
“Quitting” has a very individual cinematic
language. One of the best cinematic surprises of
the year.

Zhang Yang, born in 1965, is one of the pioneers
of Chinese underground music videos, directing
over twenty. His first film, “Spicy Love Soup”
(1998) won several prizes for a Chinese
independent production and received world-wide
distribution. His second film, ‘“Shower” won major
prizes in Toronto, San Sebastian and Seattle.

Awards

Asian Film Award, Venice Film Festival, 2001
Intemational Film Critic’s Award, Stockholm Film
Festival, 2001
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China
20071
127 Min.

Producer:
Peter Lozshr
for Imar Film/Xian
Film Studio

Zhang Yang

Screenplay:
An Bin

Cinematographer:
Wang Yu
Cheng Shougi

¥ang Hong ¥Yu
Music:
Huo Xin

Principal Cast:
Jia Hongsheng

Jia Fengsen
Chai Xiuling
Wang Tong

Film Source:
Fortissimo Film Sales
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Thomas, a French adolescent, meets Alice, an
English woman in her thirties, as they’re on a ferry
crossing the channel from France to England.
While sitting in the ferry’s café the two strike up
a conversation which quickly turns to a game of
seduction where a lot is said but even more is
implied and suggested.. Thomas lets himself be
guided by Alice as he understands that she is a
lonely woman whose husband doesn’t pay her the
attention she deserves. He is prepared to fill the
void in her life. In the evening he starts taking the
initiative. At first she retreats, then she lowers her
resistance and gives herself to him. As the ferry
reaches Portmouth, she promises to wait for him
while he picks up his luggage. But when the boy
looks for her, she has vanished.

Catherine Breillat is a French director who has
received a lot of attention lately even though she
has been making films for twenty-five years. She
started out as a writer and scriptwriter and
collaborated on scripts for films such as Liliana
Cavani’s “The Skin”, Federico Fellini’s ““And the
Ship Sails On”, and Maurice Pialat’s “Police”.
Her films always present a woman'’s perspective
and often portray a revealing sexual information.
She first attracted attention with “Une vraie jeune
fille” (1976) and some of her recent efforts include
“Romance” (2000) and “A ma soeur” (2001).
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France
2001
84 Min.

Producer:
Jean-Pierre Guerin
for GMT Productions

Director:
Catherine Breillat

Screenplay:
Catherine Breifllat

Cinematographer:
€ric Gautier

€ditor:
Pascale Chavance

Music:
Marc Filippi
Patrick Chevalier
D'ulz

Sarah Pratt

Gilles Guillain
Marc Filippi
Lactitia Lopez
Christelle Dacosta
Alexandre le
Balidec.

Film Source:
Flach Pyramide
With the support of
the French €mbassy
in Israel
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An unusual coming-of-age film, not only because
there is no rebellion against parents, but because
in this film there are no parents. Fifteen-year-old
Sammy has lived with her older brother Jakob
since their prematurely senile father was
institutionalized five years ago. The siblings have
not heard from their mother in ages, so Jakob
provides for them by trading in substandard meat.
Due to their situation, Jakob was forced to accept
a tremendous level of responsibility and burden at
a very young age: He has forgotten his own dreams
and lives only to protect his little sister. Sammy
has always found their relationship reassuring, but
things change when she begins to wake up to her
sexuality and realizes that members of the opposite
sex find her attractive. Feeling the need to free
herself from her brother’s possessive love, Sammy
becomes increasingly provocative towards boys
at school and Jakob’s pals, resulting in a troubling
encounter with her best friend’s father. Only after
this encounter does she realize that the only person
she can really count on and who will always stand
by her is her brother. The story is both troubling
and difficult because it is based so much on
atmosphere and feelings that need to be relayed
by the two young actors who have already received
a number of prizes for their performances.

Michiel van Jaarsveld graduated in 1992 from
the Dutch Film and Television Academy where he
studied directing, editing and scriptwriting. He
wrote and directed several short films before he
made “Marrakech” (1996) for Dutch Television.
“Adrift” is his first feature.

The Netherlands
2001
20 Mins

Producers:
Wilent Bockelman
Jan van der Zanden
for Waterland
Film&TV/Motel Films

Director:
Michiel von Jaarsveld

Screenplay:
Jacqueline €pskamp

Cinematographer:
Joost van Gelder
€ditor:
Peter Riderliesten

Music:
Jan Dries
Groenenoijls

Principal Cast:
Christel Oomen

Dragan Bakema
Hans Hoes
Bert Luppes
Maud Dolsma

Film Source:
Holland Film
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Allison Anders, made this film to deal with a trauma
that haunts her from childhood. At 12 years old, while
living with her mother in Cape Canaveral, Florida, she
was brutally raped by some older boys. Anders’ film
tells the story of a rock singer who is unable to find and
fully explore her immense talent because of her childhood
trauma which surfaces again when a journalist who was
once a neighbor and childhood friend is commissioned
to write an in-depth story on her. The film was first
presented at the Sundance Film Festival 2001, and won
much praise. When Anders had to choose between
presenting the film in movie theatres or on television,
she chose the later mainly because she thought that in
this medium the film would be exposed to more viewers.
What other purpose does a film of this kind have, if not
to be seen by the largest possible audience and draw
attention to this dramatic issue?

Allison Anders, born in Kentucky in 1954, weathered
a rough childhood and young adult life that can easily
explain the sympathy for the strong but put-upon women
in her films. Her father leaving home when she was
only five, she traveled frequently with her mother and
sisters across the American continent. Raped at age 12,
abused by a stepfather who once threatcned her with a
gun, she suffered a mental breakdown at age 15. Barely
more than 17 she moved to London to live with the man
who would father her first child. Upon her return to the
US, Anders finally began to pick up the pieces of her
life. She enrolled in junior college and later the UCLA
film school and managed when a second daughter came
along. After graduating from UCLA, Anders and two
of her former classmates made Border Radio (1987), a
study of the LA punk scene. Her first

solo effort, Gas, Food, Lodging (1992), was rewarded
by NY Critics, her subsequent films Mi Vida Loca (1994)
Grace of My Heart (1996) and Sugar Town (1999) were

o3 extensively shown in international festivals.
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usn
2000
118 Min.

Producer:
Doug Mankoff
Robin Rlper
Dan Hassid

Director:
Allison Anders

Screenplay:
Allison Anders

Kurt Voss

Cinematographer:
Terry Stacey
€ditor:

Chris Figler
Music:
Howard Paar

Kim Dickens
Gabriel Mann
Alison Folland €lizabeth
Pena
Patsy Kensit
CCH Pounder
€ric Stoltz
Rosanna Arquette
Don Cheadle

Film Source:
€cho Lake Productions
With the assistance of

the Embassy of the
United States in Israel.
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After six months in England, Pia returns to Norway
on Christmas Eve, looking for her boyfriend,
Christopher, who was supposed to accompany her
but backed out at the last moment. While searching
for him, Pia encounters a gallery of dissatisfied
and disillusioned characters, unhappy either because
of their physical, social or professional state. To
top it all, even Santa Claus makes an appearance.
Shot by a team of enthusiastic volunteers who
invested no less than 18 months on this film, this
romantic comedy is a truly independent production,
shot entirely in Stavanger, a small town on the
west coast of the country and made outside the
Norwegian film establishment, without any
subsidies and help. Indeed, at a certain point, it
seemed as if the entire production was about to
collapse for lack of funds. Only the support of
several noted Norwegian film makers who heard
about it and launched a campaign in its favor,
provided the film with the necessary budget needed
to complete it.

Arild Ostin Cmmundsen, born in 1969, first drew
attention to his work in 1999, when he was awarded
a first prize at the Grimstad Short Film Festival.
He has since completed more shorts, Mongoland
is his first full length feature film.
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Norway
2001 84 min.

€xecutive Producer:
Ingrid Festoy Ottesen

Coordination and
creative producer:
Gro €Elin Hjelle

Director:
Arild Ostin
Ommundsen

Screenplay:
Gro €lin Hjelle

Arild Ostin
OCmmundsen
€igil Joansen

Cinematographer:
Trond Haines
€ditor:

Erik Andersson
Musie:
Cloroform

Cost:
Pia Tieka
Kristoffer Joner
Vegar Hoe!

Film Source:
Norwegicna Film
Institute
with the support of
the Norwegian
€mbassy in isroel
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The first response by Hou Hsiao Hsien, one of
Taiwan’s leading directors, when asked to describe
the current generational gap said “I have a feeling
that their life cycle moves at a much faster pace
than ours. This is evident especially amongst young
girls, in such a rush to grow up that like flowers,
they fade almost immediately upon blooming”.
This essentially describes the film. Vicky, a young
woman, works as the public relations hostess of a
hip nightclub. She takes ecstasy and drinks to ease
the reality that surrounds her and the two men in
her life, one, a young and terribly jealous boyfriend
that is constantly suspicious of her and follows
her every move, and the other, an older gangster
who may be her answer to romance. Told in
flashback in the year 2006, the film is shot with
a hand held camera, in constant movement and
uses neon lighting throughout.

Hou Hsiao Hsien was born in China in 1947 and
a year later, his parents moved to Taiwan where
he grew up. He studied filmmaking at the National
Taiwan Academy of Arts. His autobiographical
film, “A Time to Live, A Time To Die” (1985),
won the International Critics’ Award at Berlin in
1985 and was named the best film outside of
Europe and America by the Rotterdam Film
Festival. In 1989, his “A City of Sadness” won
the coveted Golden Lion at Venice Film Festival
and in 1993 his masterpiece “The Puppetmaster”
won J uthPrize in Cannes. “Millennium Mambo”
is his 15 film.

Awards

Technical Award, Cannes Film Festival, 2001
Second Prize, Chicago Film-Festival, 2001
Second Prize, Flanders Film Festival, 2001
25 Best Soundtrack, Taipei Film Festival, 2001

Taiwan
2001
112 Min.

Producers:

Hou Hsiao Hsien
€ric Heumann
for 3H
Productions/Paradis
Films/Orly
Films/SinoMovie.com

Hou Hsiao Hsien

Screenplay:
Chu Tien-wen

Cinematographer:
Mark Lee Ping-bing

€ditor:
Liao Ching-sung

Music:
Llim Giong
Yoshihiro Hanno

Shu Qi

Jack Kao
Tuan Chun-hao
Takeuchi Jun

Film Source:
Fortissimo Film Sales
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A Danish “Dogme” film, it is reminiscent of John Denmark
Cassavetes’ “Woman Under the Influence”. Kira, a young 2001 93 Min.
woman hospitalized after a nervous breakdown, returns Producer:

. Her husb | h —_—
home. Her husband plans a large welcome home party Ao €hrhardt

and has invited all of Kira’s friends. But Kira, still in a
fragile mental state, has a hard time dealing with the
reunion, with her return to normal married life and with
her role as a mother. Her husband and sons have no idea
how to respond to her state of mind and can’t give her
the support she needs. Another breakdown seems only
a matter of time. While not an official “Dogme” film, the
choice of techniques shows its influence, like the minimum
use of artificial means in the shooting process and a high
concentration on the subject and actors. All of which
serves the film wonderfully, mainly the impressive
performance by Stine Stengade in the leading role. Itis
worth noting that behind the psychological problems of
the protagonist there is the real, sincere and profound
love story of a couple in crisis.

Ole Christian Madsen was born in Denmark in 1965
and studied economics and film science at the University
of Copenhagen. He went on to attend the director’s
course at the National Film School of Denmark, graduating
in 1993. He wrote and directed a number of short films
before making his feature debut with “Pizza King” (1999).

Awards

Ecumenical Prize, San Sebastian Film Festival, 2001
Danish Oscar (Robert award) for Best Film

Danish Oscar (Robert award) for Best Female Actress
(Stine Stengade)

Danish Oscar (Robert award) for Best Director (Ole
Madsen)

Déllr)lish Oscar (Robert award) for best editing (Soren B.
Ebbe)

Danigh Oscar (Robert award) for best screenplay (Ole
Madsen, Mogens Rukov)

Birgitte Hald
Morten Kaufmann
for Nimbus Film

Director:
QOle Christion Madsen

Screenplay:
Ole Christian Madsen

Mogens Rukov

Cinemoatographer:
Jorgen johansson

€ditor:
Soren B. €bbe

Music:
Oyvind Ovgaard
Cesar Berti

Principal Cast:
Lars Mikkelsen

Stine Stengade
Sven Wolter
Camille Bendix
Reine Brynolfsson

Fiim Source:
Danish Film institute
With the support of
the Danish €mbassy
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Kamilla travels to Las Vegas to marry her boyfriend
Henrik. During the ceremony she changes her
mind and runs away, jumps on the back seat of a
parked motorcycle and urges the driver, Rock, to
speed away. This is just the beginning of a
continuing saga that unfolds on the backdrop of
the American west, where Kamilla and Rock meet
and separate in various places, and draw nearer
and farther from one another for reasons that she
doesn’t quite understand. During the course of
events Kamilla begins to understand the American
experience and how much she is a stranger to her
own self, while along the ways from Las Vegas to
San Francisco the purpose of Rock’s trip becomes
clear. A film about the meeting of cultures,
influenced in no small part by the wandering spirit
of writers such as Jack Kerouak. Tomas Gislason
shot the entire film with a digital camera, without
a script. He explained the dramatic situations to
the actors and gave them general direction while
leaving the dialogue up to them. The film as it is
now, is the result of a painstaking editing process
of more than 300 hours of recorded tape.

Tomas Gislason graduated in editing from the
National Film School of Denmark and edited
several films by leading Danish directors. He has
edited television programs, made music videos,
commercials and documentaries. Gislason twice
received the Best Documentary award in Denmark
for his films, “The Patriots” (1997) and “Maximum
Penalty” (2000).

Awards
The main prize for cinematic art, Mannheim

57 International Film Festival, 2001
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Denmark
2000 107 Min.

Producer:
Stine Boe Jensen
for Bech Film aps

Director:
Tomas Gislason

Screenplay:
Tomas Gislason

Lars Kjeldgaard

Cinematographer:
Mads Thomsen

Tomas Gislason
Anders Refn

Principal Cast:
Trine Dyrholm

Ulrich Thomsen
Gareth Williams

Film Source:
The Danish Film
Institute
With the support of
the Danish €Embassy
in Israel
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Feature or documentary? Even the film’s creators
have a hard time deciding. Following a Norwegian
men’s choir comprised of about 40 single, male
senior citizens as they perform a repertoire of
impressive songs whether in the pouring rain, along
a stormy ocean, in the snow or under the midnight
sun, it’s beauty has to be seen. Singing and
performing is their calling and they do it with
warmth, sincerity and humor. These men form a
family, taking care of one another and letting the
viewer relate to them by their stories and hilarious
one-liners. The film was a smashing success in
Norway.

Knut Erik Jensen, born in Finnmark, a small
provincial town in Norway, studied French, Russian
and history at home, before deciding that he would
rather make films. He went to the London Film
School and upon graduation returned to Norway
in 1976 to work for the national television. Among
the films he has done since, “Stella Polaris” (1993),
“Burnt by Frost” (1998) and “Passing Darkness”.

Awards
Best Documentary, Chicago International Film
Festival
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Norway/Sweden
20071 105 Mins.

Producer:
Tormn Remiov for
Norsk Film
fAS/Barentsfilm
AS/Giraff Film AB

Director:
Knut €rik Jensen

Cinematographetr:
Aslaug Holm
Svein Krovel

€ditor:
Aslaug Holm

Film Souice:
Norwegian Film
Institute
With the support of
the Nerwegian
Embassy

(2R A2 N N2

NI T NGNSV NS VN

[ ]OIN' Pr'AIN OI2YP

IR TN RIT OR PONAD DWHIRN 1PIRY 1999RY LD
40-2 121,127 D12 YRR Yw Mo onHohy
TPRONA PND 10T I2Y 1R 01N TYPNT 027 ,001anN
0IPY DYRIAN DHY DPWH .oaYn DY mwin
,00015 TSN MW DV ,PHTNA TN IRIVITD
PADN 7INTN AT, TR PWYY) TN Dw Naw TR Yar
DRI TN, DMK TIWIPY MITTH PN (Bhn TNR
0PN DYV DEYA R 15PN, 01770700 YY1y
03,037 29 ,00Ya INPA MWNA 13T0 ,0nYY
50103 792770 OR 12070931 2P 1R 1pnwa 12 mpnn
,D'2393 RDY DA PInw 12y mYnw 9717,0%0n0
NYNPNA TR 092,209 NN YR 1YY M IR
0919, 09NRY ART AN INR 92 .,.00YN IpY NR
AW APRDM I ANWPN OPITH ANOWH PYNn onn
,96 121w ,87 12 TNR ,NYAPNI DMNIANN DIAND Y
N2 7N RPNTH VIR RA,ATNA AP AT DNy
THYA IR NTNYHA NSAPRRR SY myminn s m 19
70 IR IPPYA ,PINTR NRI 7139130 Yavh IR vIon
A9NPNN MYSM ,DT102 BYHDR YR pOINNY wyn
OTRY YAVA 12 MTTIANA PYNY MAIMNN YIvn Pna
32712 N5 ANSRA% N VPN LY MY

.07 oTMIRSA e

MNR L1732 MR YA TH - IDIRY PIR VIR
TR ONRY Y,V PP, NNoIR TRHW
PNSLY QRNY 185 NTIND Y YIRS 19vn M2
o1Pa T WY RID.1976 MW MM NIYRND
D99 NYVD” B, INRD OYNYYYI DYTIYN DVID
navnn nYoR"" L(1998) “namwn apn” ,(1993)

.(2000)

[siaeats)
2007 2P SDVDO - NP MW HOTIYAN VIDA D19



“Dogme” Norwegian style. The entire extended
family is happily on its way to a nostalgic Christmas
at a rented cabin in the mountains. The cabin
becomes cramped, however, when mom, dad, their
four grownup children, grandchildren and in-laws
from Poland squeeze inside the frozen cabin walls
in 30 below-zero weather. The husband still hasn’t
dealt with his drinking problem. His wife remains
a passive-aggressive horror, their daughter remains
terrified of her parents, their disgruntled son
struggles to keep his temper in check. Another
daughter is unhappily married while a third
daughter, married to a Polish émigré seems
genuinely happy. Eventually, it all comes to a
head.

Mona J. Hoel, born in 1960, studied photography
in New York and then direction at the Dramatic

| ABIN FEVER TN,

Norway
2000 102 Min.

Producer:
Mailte Forsell
for Freedom

from Fear

Director:
Mona J. Hoel

Screenplay:
Mona J. Hoel

Cinematographer:
Robert Nordstrom

€ditor:
Helen Berlin

Institute in Stockholm. She has directed a number Svein Scharffenberg

of shorts as well as fiction for television. Her
filmography includes “At Ease” (1994), and
“Breathe!” (1997).

Awards

Best Actor (Svein Scharffenberg), Norwegian Film
Festival

Best Norwegian Film - Night and Day Festival,
Norway

Gorild Mauseth
Zbigniew
Zamachowski
Kari Simonsen

Film Source:
Norwegian Film
Institute
With the support of
the Norwegian
€mbassy
in Israel
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Oleg, a Russian gangster living in California, has
just bought mansion overlooking the sea in Malibu,
California. On December 31, he has invited his
family and close friends, among them thugs and
murderers, to celebrate the end of the year and the
end of his career as he plans to retire from his not
too legitimate profession. Disturbing calls from
Russia make it clear that the ‘gang’ in the old
country put a contract out on his life. Now,
everyone attending his party and anyone arriving
at his home are suspected hit men. The next
morning, Oleg finds a cockroach scurrying across
his kitchen floor. An exterminator is called to
eliminate this bug infestation. The exterminator
shows up in the form of a young single mother.
Bodrov, amongst the most prominent filmmakers
to come out of Russia, lives in the U.S.A. and
made this film with German funding, but has
remained true to himself when dealing with the
conflicting relations between the Russian soul and
other peoples, in this case, the Americans. The
film stars both well known Hollywood actors and
Russian stars such as Vladimir Mashkov who plays
Oleg and Sergei Bodrov, Jr., the director’s son.

Sergei Bodrov, born in 1948, began his career as
a journalist in his native Russia. Later, he turned
to screenwriting and perfected his craft as a director
with a series of theatrical and television features.
After the fall of Communism Bodrov emigrated
to the United States where he began his personal
and professional collaboration with his wife
Carolyn Cavallero. His most famous film to date
1s “Prisoner of the Mountain” (1996), the winner
of the Oscar for Best Foreign Picture.

Awards
Best Actor, Vladimir Mashkov, Moscow Film
Festival, 2001
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Germany
2001 95 Min.

Producers:
Karl Boumgartner
Reinhard Brundig
for Pandora Film
Prod./Flach
Pyramide/Foxton
€nt./lastituto
Luce/Horizons Without
Frontiers/Folmcoopera
tive Zurich/Pendragon
Film/Boca Productions

Director:
Sergei Bodrov

Screenplay:
Sergei Bodrov

Carolyn Cavellero

Editor:
Ray lovejoy
Pam Wise

Music:
The Tiger lillies
Giyo Kancheli

Principal Cast:
Viadimir Mashkov

Jennifer Jason Leigh
Dean Stockwell
Henry Thomas
Sergei Bodrov, Jr.

Film Source:
Portman Film
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The hopes, fears, excitement and insecurities that
accompany ten actresses, all up for the lead partin a
film that will turn one of them into an international star.
Hollywood is gearing up for the re-make of “Queen
Christina” and they want a Swedish actress for the lead
who might become the next Greta Garbo. If the line
between reality and imagination isn’t clearly enough
defined, for actors it is especially thin and it is very
difficult to separate their professional lives from their
personal lives, their ambitions at home from their work
ambitions whether on stage or in front of the camera.
The films follows a day in the lives of ten actresses,
their relations with their partners at home and their
partners or directors on the stage as the gossip about
their chances in getting the lead role swirl.

Amongst the actresses are some of Scandinavia’s leading
ladies; Lena Endre who last appeared in Liv Ullmann’s
“Faithless”, Ewa Froling, who played the mother of
Fanny and Alexander in Ingmar Bergman’s masterpiece,
Pernilla August (“The Best Intentions™) and Helena
Bergstrom (“House of Angels™).

Colin Nutley was born in Gosport, UK, in 1944, Studied
and started working for British TV but his career took
off only when he moved to Sweden, in the early 80's.
His first major success, “House of Angels” (1992), a
social satire on a small Swedish village shocked to the
core by the unconventional heiress of the largest farm
in the neighborhood, who came in accompanied by her
fearsome-looking biker friend. Since then he established
himself as one of the most successful filmmakers in the
country, with films like “The Last Dance” (1993), House
of Angels 2” (1994), Such is Life” (1996) and “Under
the Sun” (1998). - )

His companion, Helena Bergstrom, has starred in all his
films since 1990.
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Sweden 1910 ,NPTAW NPMIPNY WY 5 MTINM Inpnn
2000 134 Mins. 71905 NWYR TIPS VIDA OWRT TRONY mTmn
Producer: NDPIY DANONN TN .NPNIRYIL MANIT MR
Colin Nutley SN ANR TOANONRY /A»YDap NoNR” Sw v

for Sweetwater AB/AB

Svensk Filmindustri/SVT
Drama/Nordisk
Film&TV Fond

Director:
Colin Nutley

Screenplay:
Nutley

Cinematographer:
Jens Fischer

€ditor:
Perry Schaffer

Principal Cast:
Pernilla August

Helena Bergstrom
Lena €ndre
Stina €kblad
€wa Froling
Margaretha Krook
Marika Lagercrant2
Suzanne Reuter
Marie Richardson
Gunilla Roor
Harriet Andersson

Film Source:
Swedish Film Institute
With the support of the

‘Swedish €mbassy ™
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Named for a Prague underground station, this is
the story of Mikes, a young man who lives nearby.
Tired of his wild life, he tries to settle down, enters
an affair with a young neighbor but soon he is
drawn by his former friends into new criminal and
drug escapades. In the course of a trip with a female
companion, Kaja, to North Africa, as they try every
narcotic substance they get their hands on and mix
them for kicks, they stumble upon something new
and so powerful that every one, from friends to
dealers, expect to be provided with. But once back
in Prague, the two of them are incapable to
reproduce the formula, thus putting their life in
great danger. Inspired by Jachym Topol’s novel of
the same name, the film was shot chronologically
on DV and visual effects were added when the
image was transferred to 35 mm.

Vladimir Michalek, born in 1956, completed his
film studies at the renowned FAMU Academy in
1992. His first feature film, “America”, was inspired
by Kafka’s novel, his second film, “Forgotten
Light” (1994), the story of a priest who resists
Communist pressures got an acting award in
Karlovy Vary, his third, “Sekal Must Die” (1998)
dealt with a local tyrant in a small village during
the Nazi occupation and once again obtained an
acting award in Karlovy Vary. With his new film
Michalek switched once again style and subject,
confirming his reputation as one of the most
versatile Czech film makers around.

Award

Czech Lion for Best Design Achievment - Vladimir
Michalek, Martin Strba

Czech Lion for Best Editing - Jiri Brozek
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Czech Republic
2001 100 min.

Producer:
Jareslav Boucek

Director:
Viadimir Michalek

Screenplay:
Viadimir Michalek

Jachym Topol
Cinematographer:

Martin Strba

Editor:
Jiri Brozek

Music:
Jan Cechticky
Yarda Helesik

Cost:
Klera Issova
Jan Cechticky

Zuzana Stivinova
Vojta Pavlicek

Pavel Landovsky
€va Holubova

Print source
Buc Film, Prague
with the support
of Czech €émbassy
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Tel-Fviv Internadional

Tel Aviv’s first international film festival has been postponed

Filim Deiys
Index - Fiims

for a while. But despite this, some of the films that were selected Adrift ) <&
for it will be shown here, in the course of a Long Weekend to Angel Exit 32
be called The Tel Aviv Film Days. It will take place between Brief Crossing 21
13-16 March, the same dates reserved for the festival itself. The Cabin Fever 29
main feature common to all the films that will be finally presented, Cool and Crazy 28
is the fact that none of them has distribution in Israel, which Elling 7
means this may well be the only chance to see them. Unless one Friend 17
of the local distributors changes his mind and acquires the film.

Let’s hope it will happen,_the more the better. This issue of Gas Attack 15
Cinematheque is almost entirely dedicated to the presentation Gossip 31
of these films, for the benefit of what is by far the largest How Harry Became a Tree 18
community of film buffs in Israel. I Love Budapest 9

Practically all the films in the program have garnered one or

Kira’s Reason - A Love Story 26

morc intcrnational awards, and the only reason a few of them Millenium Mambo 25
did not - is their reluctance to participate until now in any kind Mirror Image 10
of competition (i.e. “L’anglaise et le duc”’). Among them, some Mongoland 23
of the most important films of the year, such as “Millenium P.o.v. Point of View 27
Mambo” by the great Taiwanese director Hou Hsiaou Hsien, Quickie 30
Norwayss OSC.ar finalist “Elling”’ the most successful Korean Qu1tt1ng 20
film ever, “Friend”, Goran Paskaljevic’s masterful allegory Streeters 11
“When Harry became a Tree”, Russia’s best seller of the year, . 6
“Sisters”, the first film directed by movie star Sergei Bodrov Jr. Sisters
(“Brat”, “Prisoner of the Mountains”) and, of course, Eric Stuff and Dough 14
Rohmer’s latest historical foray, “I’anglaise et le duc”. The Fast Runner 16

_ The Lady and the Duke 12
It is our duty to poin.t out that all this has been mgde possible The Road 13
thanks to the companies who agreed to send us the films despite

A g Truly Human 8
the fact that the original festival frame has been postponed and . . 23
to the gracious help of many foreign embassies in Israel who Thlngs Behind the Sun
helped us bring the prints in for the event. Without them, this Wings of Glass 19
weekend wouldn’t have taken place. It is indeed encouraging to
see there are still those for whom cinema is still a cultural matter Th?’ Dark C’ha}‘rm of ., 34
that needs to be supported in difficult times. Avi Nesher’s “Taxman
Miri Talmon

Also in this issue, an interview with Nabil Ayouch, the director
of “Ali Zoua, Prince of the Street”, Morrocco’s answer to “Pixote” Morrocco’s Pixote - “Ali Zoua” 38

shot on the streets of Casablanca, and Miri Talmon’s reflections
on Israeli director Avi Nesher working in America, whose film
“Taxman” will be shown at the Tel Aviv Cinematheque.

Still, we hope you read and enjoy.

Edna Fainaru

Interview with Director
Nabil Ayouch
Edna Fainaru

2o
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