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he first issue of 2001 is dedicated to three major issues. The first,
probably a bit too trendy, concerns to Oscar carnival. The celebrated
Academy Awards may not be always the best indication of art or quality
in a film, but they certainly represent most accurately the ruling climate
in the Hollywood community. And since Hollywood basically controls
every basic aspect of world cinema, be it production, distribution and
exhibition, this climate is of great importance to anyone interested in the
seventh art. Emanuel Levy, who has been living for many years in LA
and has closely followed the industry there, has prepared for us two
indicative pieces on the subject. The first analyzes the process of filtering
the candidates from the ranks to the nominations and from there to the
awards themselves. The second recalls some of the historic moments when
the industry’s main players were supposcd to thank their peers for recognizing
their talent. Obviously, some of them were in dire need of a scriptwriter
for that occasion, as well.
The Tel Aviv Cinematheque will be soon screening (maybe it already is
by the time this is being published) Lars von Trier’s latest international
success, “Dancer in the Dark”. Glorified by most in Cannes, it was awarded
the main prizes, but at the same time, some critics who couldn’t stand its
pretentious sentimentality, furiously attacked it. The exhibition of the film
is a good enough reason to review von Trier’s career from several points
of view and try to understand what is really driving the spiritual father of
the “Dogme” school.
“Doc Aviv”, Tel Aviv’s documentary festival, will celebrate its third edition
later this month. A perfect time to re-open the discussion on the true nature
and role of the documentary cinema. Igal Bursztyn, a lecturer at the Film
Department of the Tel Aviv University, who has directed both documentaries
and fiction, embarks on a historical and artistic perspective to drive home
his personal points on this issue.

Edna Fainaru
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banal, all at the same time
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