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The cinema was then in its infancy.
No films of the Holy Land, as it was
called then, has been taken, and mine
was the first. Showing people in the
cinema, people walking on the screen,
that was the idea.

And so it was then that I learned to
become a cameraman, with a
"Pathe", turning the handle.
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("The Jewish World", 1st December 1911)
From our own
A Zionist demonstration took place
at the Albert Hall last Monday
evening, under tha euspices of all
the Zionist societies in Leeds. Mr.
Murray Rosenberg, who illustrated
his adress with cinematographic
views of Pglestire, szid that the
Palestine Jews were anxious to make

a living by honest and hard work.
He showed pictures of how Jews
worked in quarries. "It is not your
meney they want”, he said, "they
want you to Lelp tiem to build up
and recreate a new Jerusalem”.
The large audience enthusiastaclly
applaused the lecturer for his magnificent
pictures.
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Cc o n t e n t

o celebrate the 50th anniversary of the State of Israel,

we are inaugurating, in this issue, a special supplement
documenting the history of cinema in the Holy Land, from
the early days when Alexandre Promio came here to collect
images of the Holy Land for the Lumiere Bros. (1897) down
to the present time. Using a model suggested to us before by
David Robinson and the supplements he had produced for the
British Film Institute for the cinema's centennary, we have
tried to draw parallel lines between cinema, culture and state
affairs in this country, since we believe there has always been
a very close relationship between them. Naturally, we are not
aiming at a didactic, scientific paper but rather at a collection
of relevant milestones, to be used by interested parties as the
starting point for further exploration. Browsing through it,
one may discover the sometimes funny, often sad but always
instructive stories of film making in a country that is still not
sure how interested it is in having a cinema of its own. To
begin with, we had intended to cover with this first issue the
entire period between Promio's visit and Israel’s Declaration
of Independence in 1948. But the tremendous amount of
material that soon piled up on our desks left us no choice. The
first installment goes only as far as 1927, the next will reach
1948 and so on. Enjoy.

Edra Fainaru
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