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FOUR VASTLY DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF THE ISRAELI CINEMA
SHARE THE LIMELIGHT IN OUR NEW ISSUE. FIRST, AN EXTENSIVE
INTERVIEW WITH AYELETH MENAHEMI AND NIRITH YARON,
TWO YOUNG ISRAELI DIRECTORS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE NEW
THREE-EPISODE FEATURE FILM "TEL AVIV STORIES". BOTH
DISCOVERED WHEN THEIR FIRST SHORTS ATTRACTED A LOT OF
ATTENTION, MENAHEMI AND Y ARON ARE NOW AMONG THE MOST
PROMISING TALENTS OF OUR YOUNGER GENERATION OF FILM
MAKERS, AND THEIR FILM INDICATES THEY DEFFINITELY HAVE A
VERY PERSONAL AND FEMININE POINT OF VIEW. YAEL SHUV HAS
MET THEM AFTER THEY FINISHED THE FILM BUT BEFORE ITS PUBLIC
RELEASE.

THE SCRIPT OF "NOA AT 17", ONE OF THE MOST REMARKABLE
FILMS EVER MADE IN THIS COUNTRY, IS SOON TO BE PUBLISHED.
ITZHAK "ZEPPEL” YESHURUN, WHO HAD TO FIGHT EVERYBODY
AND ANYBODY TO MAKE THE FILM, HAS MANAGED TO CAPTURE
IN IT ONE OF THE MOST PAINFUL IDEOLOGICAL CRISES IN THE )

®
SHORT HISTORY OF ISRAEL, THE 1951 SCHISM IN THE LABOR
MOVEMENT, OFFERING A VIVID AND SEARING IMAGE OF A FAMILY /
TORN APART BY IT. IN HIS INTRODUCTION TO THE SCRIPT, NISSIM j
CALDEROWN ELABORATES ON THE FILM'S IMPORTANCE, AND ONE —

SEGMENT FROM THE SCRIPT WILL REMIND OUR READERS OF THE
CRISIS AS IT IS ABOUT TO ERUPT IN THE FILM.

ELLA SHOMHAT'S THESIS ON "THE ISRAELI CINEMA-", HAS
ALREADY BEEN REVIEWED ONCE BY DANNY MUGGIA IN
"CINEASTE", WHEN IT WAS FIRST PUBLISHED IN ENGLISH. NOW IT
IS OUT IN HEBREW, AND HE GOES BACK TO IT, NOTICES SOME OF
THE CHANGES WHICH TOOK PLACE AND HAS SOME MORE
OBSERVATIONS ON THIS CONTROVERSIAL AND HIGLHY

OPINIONATED APPROACH TO ISRAELI HISTORY IN GENERAL AND SHARONA, TIKVA, TZOFIT, AYELETH,
MORE PARTICULARLY TO ITS CINEMA. NIRITH Yeel Shav 4
*IN OUR LAST ISSUE, MOSHE ROWMN OFFERED A POSSIBLE
INTERPRETATION OF THE COEN BROS. LATEST OPUS, "BARTON An interview with Ayeleth Menahemi and Nirith Yaron on "Tel Aviv Stories”
FINK™. BUT THIS HIGHLY ACCLAIMED PICTURE SEEMS TO HAVE "NOA AT 17” IN PRINT 8
TEMPTED A LOT OF OTHER FILM CRITICS, WHO IMMEDIATELY . ducti Nissim Cald
CAME UP WITH THEIR OWN VERSION OF WHAT THECOENSREALLY ~ ~  An introduction fosim y” eron
MEAN. IN THE VARIANTS BROUGHT UP BY NISSIM DAYAN, DAN From the script ftzhak Yeshurun
FAINARU AND MEIR SCHMITZER YOU WILL FIND SOME PRETTY 12
WILD REFERENCES TO EVERYTHING FROM THE BOOK OF DANIEL, PERMIT FOR LOAFING Dan Daor
THROUGH CHARLES FOSTER KANE AND UP TO THE HOLOCAUST. A week with New York’s young Upper Haute Bourgeoisie care of Whit Stillman
IT IS ONE HELL OF A FILM THAT CAN SUGGEST SO MANY
ALTERNATIVE READINGS, AND WHO KNOWS IF THERE AREN'T UNANSWERED QUESTIONS Dan Fainaru K
MORE TO COME.
"Barton Fink” asks, but who's to answer?
EDNA FAINARU DANIEL’S PROPHECY, FINK STYLE Nissim Dayan 18
"Barton Fink” - from the Bible to the Holocaust
CINEMATHEQUE CHARLES FOSTER FINK Meir Schnitzer 21
Ne. 62 "Barton Fink” in Welles territory
March-April 1992
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ONCE AGAIN, THE ISRAELI CINEMA IS OUR LEADING SUBJECT.
A NEW FILM, "AN AMERICAN CITIZEN”, TO BE RELEASED SOON,
1S OUR STARTING POINT, AS WE ARE TRYING TO OBSERVE THE
TENDENCIES AND THE GOALS OF THE PEOPLE BEHIND IT.

DIRECTOR EITAN GREEN, WITH A LITTLE HELP FROM HIS
GOOD FRIEND, AVRAHAM HEFFNER, EXPLAINS THAT HE
CONSIDERS CINEMA TO BE AN INTENSELY INTIMATE
EXPERIENCE, TESTING NOT ONLY THE ARTIST BUT HIS
AUDIENCE AS WELL. FOR A FILM TO SUCCEED, THEY HAVE TO
MEET HALFWAY, OTHERWISE EVEN THE BEST CRAFTED PICTURE
FAILS TO ACHIEVE ITS PURPOSE. PRODUCER MAREK
ROSENBAUM, WITH SIX FILMS UNDER HIS BELT IN LESS THAN
FOUR YEARS, IS AT THE FOREFRONT OF A NEW GENERATION OF
PRODUCERS, CHOOSING PROJECTS FOR THEIR EMOTIONAL
IMPACT AS MUCH AS FOR THEIR FINANCIAL POTENTIAL. ADI
RENNERT, THE BUSIEST FILM COMPQSER IN THE COUNTRY
THESE DAYS, CONTRIBUTES HIS OWN INPUT ON THE SUBJECT.
FINALLY, SOME EXCERPTS FROM THE SCRIPT OF "AN AMERICAN
CITIZEN”, ROUND UP THIS SUBJECT.

STILL ON THE SUBJECT OF ISRAELI CINEMA, YOSSI HALAKHMI
GOES TO ITS EARLIEST DAYS TO UNVEIL THE EXPECTATIONS OF
THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT, WHO DIDN'T QUITE KNOW WHAT TO
DO WITH THIS NEW TOY., BUT PIOUSLY WISHED TO FIND A WAY
TO USE IT FOR ITS PURPOSES.

ALSO IN THISISSUE, WE LOOK AGAIN AT TWO CONTROVERSIAL
FILMS, "FISHER KING” AND “TILL THE END OF THE WORLD";
REPORT ON THREE EARLY 1992 FILM FESTIVALS; CHECK A FILM
MAGAZINE DEDICATED TO THE EARLY DAYS OF WORLD
CINEMA; AND REVIEW FIVE AMERICAN FILMS OF THE FIFTIES
RECENTLY RELEASED ON VIDEO CASSETTES.

EDNA FAINARU
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