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This issue opens with two promising film debuts this summer, both by young
Palestinian women directors but vastly different from each other, dealing
with life in Israel seen through their own eyes and experiences. Maysaloun
Hamoud’s energetic ”“In Between”, which according to an American trade
paper puts an end to the stereotype of the Palestinian women, follows three
Arab-Israeli women sharing a flat in Jaffa and trying to find their way not only
through the freewheeling, supposedly progressive, Israeli society but also stay
in touch with the far more conservative Arab society they come from. Maha
Hadj’s introspective, reserved and ironic, focuses on a Palestinian family, the
parents, married for 40 years and fed up with each other, still living in Nazareth,
Israel, and their three children, two of them living in Ramallah, The Palestinian
Authority, the third in Sweden. Though their approach has very little in common,
both Hamoud and Hadj are immersed in the reality they paint on the screen and
their success suggests we’ll hear more of them very soon.

As for the Israeli cinema, it seems 2017 may mark a turning point in its policies.
Guided for many years by the film funds who picked the projects and without
whom they would have never materialized, things may be apparently changing.
More candidates than ever are applying for subsidies, the overall government
support hasn’t increased significantly but its policies threaten to affect the present
state and there is plenty more to take into consideration. Marat Parkhomovsky
tries to guess what will be the shape of things to come.

The only Golden Bear Israel collected at the Berlin Film Festival went to
"Description d’'un combat”, Chris Marker’s challenging 1960 documentary about
an ancient dream come true and asked disturbing questions about its eventual
future. Produced by Wim and Lia van Leer, the couple who founded the leading
cinematheques in Israel, the film was restored through the efforts of the French
distributor "Argos”, and is about to be released again worldwide. We asked
Ohad Landesman to look at it again through the perspective of 2017.

A short interview with Vera Zora reveals some of the peculiar experiences she
went through, as the editor of the film.

Finally, please meet Feng Xiaogang, china’s most successful filmmaker to date.
His films have brought in over 1 billion dollars, he has collected all the honors a
director can hope to get at home, his acting in films made by others has been as
successful, no wonder the Americans call him ”the Chinese Spielberg”. It’s about
time to discover who we’re talking about.

Read and Enjoy.
Edna Fainaru
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