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Several years ago, Israeli producer Marek Rozenbaum warned that cinema is
subject to fashion trends like all the other entertainment products, festivals and
film markets will fawn over it for ten, or maybe fifteen years and then move to
the next fashion. Marat Parkhomovsky obviously agrees. The two waves he is
talking about in his piece refer to the two peaks of our domestic film industry.
First, the considerable success scored by the Israeli cinema in the sixties and
seventies, not only at home, where its attendance records remain unbeaten, but
also abroad, with several Oscar nominations and presence in leading festivals.
It was followed by an embarrassing slump, in the eighties and nineties, only to
come up once more into the miraculous performances of the last 15 years. But
isn’t it about time, argues Parkhomovsky, to start worrying about the fashion
soon moving elsewhere?

>

In a completely different context, Oshra Schwartz has been looking at the
Hollywood product through the years, as we all have done, and is beginning to
wonder about Tinseltown’s attitude towards sex and the best way to put it across,
make money out of it but never step too far into unsafe side.

>

Two of the most discussed American films of 2015 have been superbly ignored
by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts in their list of candidates for Best Picture
of the year. For instance, most film critics associations voted for Todd Haynes’
”Carol”, and few films were more talked about in the course of the year than
Tarantino’s “Hateful Eight”. Neither one is in the run. But the highly respected
French film monthly ”Positif” interviewed them for their final 2015 issue,
and, with their permission, we translated them into Hebrew. And speaking of
Tarantino, Meir Schintzer stumbled upon two B movies from the fifties, “The Day
of the Outlaw” and ”Sand Storm”, was struck by the similarities between them
and Tarantino’s latest and had to report right away.

>

And we could not possibly wrap up this issue without a tribute to the memory
of Ettore Scola, the last of the commedia all’italiana giants, who passed away
several weeks ago at the age of 84.

Read and Enjoy.
Edna Fainaru
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