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It’s sort of weird to talk about cinema these days, while bloody battles are going
on under our nose, missiles are flying through the air, underground tunnels are
revealed by the dozen, and we seem to find ourselves in a vicious circle of
destructive mayhem with no end in sight. Still, the only way to preserve some
semblance of sanity for those who are not holding arms in their hands is to do
what they know best, and in our case, that’s cinema.

>

We're opening this issue with Yael Shuv’s survey of Women in Uniform Israeli
style, as reflected in the Israeli cinema from its beginning until now. Now being,
of course, Talia Lavie’s “Zero Motivation”, which had won first prize in Tribeca
even before it was successfully released here.

One of the guests attending the Students Film Festival in Tel Aviv this year was
American writer/director Paul Haggis, who unveiled, in a masterclass he lead
with the help of Pablo Utin, some of the professional secrets he has acquired in
the course of a long Hollywood career. Moving to the Jerusalem Film Festival,
which took place as the South was already burning, we picked up an encounter
with Marin Karmitz, France’s Mister Cinema, if you wish, a cinematographer
turned director, who then became a major producer, exhibitor, distributor, sales
agent and leader of the French industry. Karmitz spoke in Jerusalem mainly
about the meaning of the term ”"good producer”, and coming from someone who
had worked with such different generations of filmmakers as Alain Resnais,
Claude Chabrol, Krzystof Kieslowski, Abbas Kiarostami, and with Canada’s
wunderkind Xavier Dolan, these were opinions worth listening to.

>

Also in this issue, Chen Steinberg looks at the reciprocal impact of avant-garde
cinema and Hollywood products, Danny Muggia reports on a film festival like
no other, ”Il Cinema Ritrovato” in Bologna, and Marat Parkhomovsky interviews
Boaz Davidson, the filmmaker who is responsible for Israel’s biggest box-office
hit ever, “Lemon Popsicle”.

Read and Enjoy.

Edna Fainaru

Publisher: Alon Garbuz, Director of the Tel Aviv Cinematheque
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