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"Five Broken Cameras”, a documentary made by Emad Burnat and Guy Davidi,
has gathered this year more awards than any other Israeli film. First unveiled
at Amsterdam’s celebrated IDFA, where it collected two prizes (one of them
the highly prized Audience Award), moved on to Sundance, then London and
Sheffield, picking up additional laurels at each one of them. Finally it landed
at the Jerusalem Film Festival and once again, it walked away with the Best
Documentary prize, confirming that some prophets get to be recognized at
home, too. After all these journeys, the film will soon be released at the Tel Aviv
Cinematheque. Yoad Earon met one of the two directors, Guy Davidi, for a long
conversation not only on the film itself, which portrays the struggle of the Bil’in
inhabitants against the Israeli authorities who systematically deprived them of
their lands, but also on what it is like to make documentary films in Israel.

Last year’s unique experiment "Life in a Day”, which brought YouTube and
Internet into the documentary world, could be credited to producer Ridley Scott
or to the person who assembiled it all together and took the directing credit, Kevin
Macdonald but really, it is the work of the thousands of anonymous persons who
sent their clips to the two British filmmakers, using the free services of YouTube.
Shown earlier this year at the DocAviv Festival, it is now the turn of Shmulik
Duvdevani to look closer at the options and innovations offered in the 95 minutes
edit of countless hours of images collected from all over the world, combining
together into a composite picture of one day in the life of Planet Earth.

Kaneto Shindo, one of Japan’s leading filmmakers, passed away this summer
at the age of 100. A prolific and fiercely independent artist, responsible for such
films as "The Naked Island” and "Onibaba” and went on working almost until the
last minute despite all his frequent threats to retire. Rea Amit follows Shindo’s
long career, its ups and its downs, all the way from the early days when he
was an assistant to Kenji Mizoguchi , down to his last film, "Postcard”, which
represented the Japanese cinema at the 2012 Foreign Language Academy Awards.
Jonatan Schreiber puts Batman on the psychologist’s couch and takes apart the
subconscious motives that make him click through its 70-odd years of existence.
Finally, two interviews with two international stars, displaying the vast
differences in their approach to the acting profession. Meryl Streep, the Queen
of Hollywood, made her way in the traditional fashion, college, drama school,
theatre, featured parts in movies which grew larger until she finally says she
felt like a star only when she was past 60. Charlotte Gainsbourg, born a celebrity
to a couple of famous parents, Serge Gainsbourg and Jane Birkin, was already
playing leading parts at the age of 14, never stopped since, and yet, she still feels
she misses the basic training that would have allowed her to tackle parts she
feels are beyond her reach now.

Enjoy.

Edna Fainaru
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