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’s June again, time to sum up, as usual, the Cannes Film
Festival, still the best barometer for the state of world
cinema. This year, for a change, the indications were
rather optimistic. Not that every single film shown there
was a masterpiece, far from it, but many of them were
sufficiently relevant to generate discussions, polarize
audiences and even cause an actual scandal, courtesy
of Lars von Trier who first bit the festival hands that
had been feeding him forever, and then rushed back to apologize
profusely, for some entirely unnecessary and stupid remarks. A wise
man he never was.
Back to this month’s issue and to begin with, the cover. “Voyage to
the Moon” by Georges Melies came out in 1902 and was arguably the
first international movie blockbuster. It is all of 14 minutes long —a
saga for that time — thanks to it Melies becaine a celebrity and is
still considered the father of fiction films in general, and particularly
of science fiction and special effects. Melies has always believed he
is first and foremost a magician (Crson Welles had the same claims
many years later), movies were just a means to improve on his tricks.
But in 1912, when he realized his tricks had been stolen and no one
needed his services any more, out of sheer frustration, he threw all
his films into the fire. Luckily, a black and white copy of “Voyage
to the Moon” was miraculously saved but the color one, which had
been painted by hand, was thought to be lost, until 1993, when it
turned up in a private Barcelona collection. From there it reached
Lobster Films in Paris, a company specializing in restorations, and
with the help of the Groupama Gan Fund and the Technicolor
Fund, after months of painstaking work, the color copy was back
again on the screen, for the opening night of Cannes 2011. The
image of Melies’ spaceship hitting the moon’s eye seems particularly
apt to represent the festival’s improved performance this year.
The rest of this issue reflects pretty much the ups and downs, the
hits and the misses of this festival, from a short survey of the Big
Guns (Malick, Von Trier, Almodovar, Ceylan) to some of the other
highlights, significant in their own right even if certainly debatable
in a controversial year that divided opinions even more than usual.
For each film there is a short presentation followed by some quotes
of the directors in Cannes to clarify their intentions. Included are
two short interviews with young Israeli directors, Anat Costi and
Maayan Ripp, whose short films were screened by the Cinefondation,
Cannes’ successful lab section whose goal is to find promising talenis
and help them on their way to a first feature.
More space is dedicated to the Cannes Classics, a relatively new
section which opened this year with “Puzzle of a Downfall Child”,
Jerry Schatzberg’s debut, hardly seen since its 1970 premiere. A
separate piece focuses on the restoration process in the digital age, a
much talked about subject but only seldom understood. Travelling
from last year’s Cannes Classics to this year’s Jerusalem Film
Festival and Tel-Aviv Cinemathque, we also introduce the films
of Pierre Etaix, a unique clown-filmmaker-poet whose work in the
sixties has been largely forgotten, since his films were unavailable till
last year.

Edna Fainaru
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