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If you happen to read the trade papers reports on this year’s Cannes, you might
be under the impression that notwithstanding all the complaints and the criticism,
this was a damn good festival, after all. Business was slack, it’s true, but it picked
up at the end, there were some magnificent films any other festival would have been
delighted to show and the red carpet sported more stars than sky above.

Don’t you believe it. Cannes 2008 was generally a pretty grim business, whether
because of the dollar situation or the average quality of the films, masterpieces there
were none, as for the stars on the red carpet, they were more numerous than the
ones showing up on the firmament above, clouded, covered and grey, all through.
And as if to make it all even more frustrating, reorganizing the routine procedures
of the festival into what someone must have thought is a stroke of genius, made the
already complicated conditions of accessing the screening, into a constant source of
frustration and annoyance,

Had this been any other festival but Cannes, it might be easy to dismiss it as a
disappointment and go on. But Cannes is the one film temple everyone dreams of
entering, everybody begs its selectors to be let in, and if this is what the selectors
came up with, either there was nothing better around or they failed at their job.
Strange, since they’re supposed to be the best.

Still, whichever way one wishes to look at it, Cannes is the bastion of quality cinema
in the world, at least until someone will come up and relieve it of its duties. And, in
all fairmess, there were enough films to feast one’s eyes on, worth mentioning and
remembering for later reference. The more interesting you will find in this issue, each
one preceded by our own short introduction and followed by facts and declarations
provided by the respective directors, whether in press conferences, in publications
prepared for the festival or in the course of interviews given and published during
the festival.

Talking of Cannes, four years ago a young Israeli director, Keren Yedayah, was
awarded there the Camera d’Or for her debut feature film, “Or”. As she is getting
ready to start shooting her next film, Yedayah talks to Pablo Utin about the kind of
cinema she wants to do, how was it reflected in her previous picture and how is it
going to be integrated in the new one.

Finally, in case you have forgotten who Jules Dassin was, or maybe you think his
crown achievement was “Never on Sunday”, Danny Warth goes back in time to
remind everyone, soon after his death, that Dassin was a leading exponent of the
“film noir” genre, who, like many of his colleagues at the time, had to leave his
homeland, escape the scourge of McCarthy and start anew in Europe.

Edna Fainaru

Cannes 2008
All the French in one class A
Laurent Canfet and Francois Beregeau

on the preparations and shooting of “The
Class™

ltaly is Back - 1 h

The midget does not notice any B
giants around - ‘O—
Paoio Sarrenting on the political career of

Giufio Andreotti, on the film “ll Dive".

Italy is Back - 2

Who's collecting the garbage

Matteo Garrone talks about his
adaptation of the documentary best seller
“Gomorra”.

Japanese Timeout

Kyoshi Kuresawa's new film is an almost ‘
realistic family drama, a social satire and

a warning stgn for his fellow country

men.

Bask trom the col

Jerzy Skolimowski is back, for 2 film
as disturbing and strange as any of
his celebrated achievements of his
beginnings.

@

incest or Intolerance

Kornel Mundruczo's “Delta”, his most
nature film to date, brings a prodigal
son back home to fall in love with his
half sister.

@
Looking back before going ahead
Pablo Utin
Keren Yedaya talks about her first film
and about the one to come.

Black years of glory

Danny Warth

The toughest but also the most
successfully productive years of “film
noir" master, Jules Dassin.
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