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a comeback of sorts, or is it maybe the cinema that does it? In any case, the general
consensus said the 2007 edition was, on average, the most satisfactory in recent
years. To begin with, the remarkable performance of the Israeli cinema this year,
a Golden Camera for “Jellyfish”, an International Critics Award for “The Band’s
Visit” and more. But more about these two films and about “Tehilim™, screened in the
prestigious Cannes competition, once they reach our screens. In the meantime, you’ll
find in this issue a relatively brief, concise picture of some of the more outstanding
participants in the festival, films and the things their directors had to say about them.
Also, last but not least, excerpts from Martin Scorsese’s Cannes lecture officially
entitled Cinema Lesson, though it would be more accurately described as “film
memoirs”.

The Israeli focus in this issue is on Avi Nesher’s new film “Secrets™, First as perceived
by film maker Yehuda Judd Neeman who unravels a series of religious motives,
and not only Jewish, which have been used in this mysterious tale of attempred
redemption taking place in the ancient city of Safed. “Secrets” is also the trigger and
one of the main objects in Ido Hartogsohn’s piece, tracing a distinctly pronounced
tendency of the Israeli cinema to deal with religious motives, once deemed box office
poison to be strictly avoided. More on Israeli cinema from Shmulik Duvdevani,
who has gone back to look at three early films made between 1973 and 1981 by Yaki
Yosha to be released on DVD, all of them display not only the youthful impetuosity
of a very young film maker, but also an uncanny sense of prophecy which sadly
enough seems to be confirmed these days.

The attention drawn by Tarantino’s “Death Proof™ in Israel may be surprising, given
its cool reception abroad. Plenty has been already written about it here, possibly
too much, but Amir Vodka, a devote admirer of the director, insisted he needs to
give this film its correct dues. Orly Lubin, who has attended last year’s New York
festival, insisted on pointing out the way in which many female characters were
treated in a number of films exhibited there. And her observations, now that some of
these films have been shown in Israel as well, could lend new relevancy to some of
the films you have already viewed.

That’s it, this time. Enjoy.

Edna Fainaru

The charm of “Secrets”

Yehudea Judd N

On various religious motives in Avi
Nesher’s new film
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FORTISSIMO FILMS presents o MING PRODUCTIONS/BEIJING FILM STUDIO OF CHINA FILM GROUP
CORPORATION/FORHISSIMO FILMS PRODUCTION OF A FItM BY ZHANG YANG; JOAN CHEN and SUN HAIYING IN” SUNFLOWER”.
SCREENPLAY: ZHANG YANG; PRODUCTION DESIGN: HUANG XINMIN and AN BIN;
SOUND DESIGN: WU LALA; EDITOR: YANG HONGYU; DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY: JONG LIN;
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER: YANG BUTING; CO-EXECUTIVE PRODUCER: JIANG TAO; PRODUCTION SUPERVISOR: SHI DONGMING;
PRODUCTION MANAGEMENT; ZHAQ HAICHENG; CO-PRODUCERS: MICHAEL J. WERNER and WOUTER BARENDRECHT;
PRODUCER: HAN SANPING; PRODUCED BY PETER LOEHR; DIRECTED BY ZHANG YANG
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