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Once again it's that time of the year, known to professionals as post-Cannes

blues. You may hate it, but you can't live without it. It isn't just the fact that Cannes
is the biggest film festival around, it is also the one barometer indicating the state of
the profession at this moment, and reading what it says is important, whether you
like it or not. This time, beside the usual review of the most relevant films shown
there, and there have been plenty of those, we tried to throw in a couple of encounters
with new promising talents such as Cornelin Porumboiu ("Camera D'or" for "12:08,
East of Bucharest") and Wang Chae ("Certain Regard” award for "Luxury Car").
We also peek at the film market to see a new Lebanese film, look at the shorts that
are usually ignored in the midst of all the hectic action on the Croisette, and even
notice the one scandal film shown in an official section ("Shortbus"), though, to be
quite honest, it's not that much of a scandal, after all.

The DVD column recommends a new release of three untypical Sam Peckinpah
westerns and ads a whole list of titles worth paying attention to. Even more relevant
is a major effort invested by the American label Criterion in a new hox they released,
puiting together the three different available versions of Orson Welles' "Confidential
Report” or as it is better known in other quarters "Mr Arkadin". Another one of those
masterpieces that have been taken away from its author before he finished them and
all we have been left with are incomplete versions, this admirable collection offers
not only the films but also interviews and even a copy of the book based on the film's
plot, written by someone who put Welles' name on it, without his knowledge.

The centerpiece of this issue is an interview with Yehuda ""Judd"' Neeman, one of
the leading figures in Israeli cinema, not only a distinguished director of both fiction
and documentary films, but also an activist who was instrumental in starting the
Israeli Film Fund, a film theorist who has been closely associated and for many years
in charge of the Film Department at the Tel Aviv University, and a researcher whose
outspoken opinions on Israeli cinema have fashioned whole generations of young
filmmakers. Neeman has officially retired this year from his academic duties though
he will certainly go on cooperating with the Film Department, and in his interview
with Shmulik Duvdevani, he focuses on his work as a researcher of Israeli cinema
who has been at the same time a living witness of its development until today.
Neeman's is putting the finishing touches to his next feature film, Nuzhat el Fuad,
due to be released later this year.

Enjoy.

Edna Fainaru

Neeman

Cinema - Ground Zero
Yehuda "Judd” Neeman
The bourekas and the Israeli cinema

7 Tlean firmly;e,% )ZwrsTaier_ T e
Shmulik Duvdevani
An interview with Yehuda "Judd”

The Mystery of Arkadin

Danny Warth

Three versions of the same film and
none is the final one

DVDs
Amir Wodka, Pablo Utin
A different kind of Peckinpah and
@

more recommendations

Fresta in New York
Dan Fainaru
Chasing films in Tribeca

Bring out the slogans - Cannes 2006
Dan Fainaru

Have concepfs, will travel - on Sofia
Coppola's "Marie Antoinette” -
Edna Fainary

Wang Chao - the generation gap
in "Luxury Car" - Edan Fainary
Pornography?® - on John Cameron
Mitchell's "Shortbus" - Alon
Garbuz

Short and Sweet - on Cannes shoris
-Alon Garbuz

Taking the Bus- on a new lebanese
film - Alon Garbuz

Corneliu Porumboiu - a well
deserved "Golden Camera™ -
Edna Fainaru
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