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The year 1989 was particularly significant in the development of Israeli cinema.
Students and teachers at a film school that was operating until that date under the not
so benign sponsorship of a theatre academy in Ramat Gan, packed up and moved to
Jerusalem, putting the foundations to what was to become one of the most respected
institutions of its kind, not only in Israel but around the world, the Sam Spiegel School
for Film and Television. Fifteen years later, with a long list of international awards
and retrospectives hosted by the most prestigious events in the world, the Jerusalem
school has gained an enviable international status, and its graduates are by now among
the leaders of the new generation of Israeli filmmakers.

More tll;lan a duty, it is a pleasure, therefore, to dedicate the first part of this issue to
the 15* anniversary of the school, which is to be one of the main events at the coming
Jerusalem Film Festival. We asked the British film critic and festival director Bavid
Robinson, who has been a close observer of the school's development, to share with
us his impressions of its achievements, we provided Israeli film critic Erez Dvora
with fifty of the school's best films and requested his opinion, not only of each one
individually, but of the feeling these films, as an ensemble, impart on the viewer. We
approached a host of school graduates and teachers, asking them for significant
moments they can remember in their association with "Sam Spiegel”, the school itself
supplied us with a detailed history, from 1989 until now, and Rennenr Schorr, who
has been a leader of the move from Ramat Gan to Jerusalem and has been the heart
and soul of it since then, provided us with some of the thoughts, reflections and hopes,
which he put down in writing already in 1992 and are as relevant today as they were
then.

The second half of this issue has the traditional survey of the Cannes Film Festival.
Whether one likes it or not, this is the most important film event of the year, the place
everybody has to attend in order to find out what is happening in the world of cinema
today. After waves of criticism in the last couple of years, Cannes rolled out the
carpet, in 2005, for all the celebrities and displayed their latest heavy artillery products.
From Haneke to Jarmusch, from Cronenberg to Egoyan, from Wenders to the
Dardenne brothers, they were all there, displaying films that were faithful to their
line of work but less intransigent than anything they had done before. Either the
public has become used to their eccentricities, or they have decided it's about time
to reach a larger audience. Strangely enough, the one single discovery at this festival,
was a 2h30 film from Romania, "The Death of Mr. Lazarescu"”, which indeed constituted
a nice surprise coming from a country whose film production is almost inexistent
these days. Finally, just to give the readers an idea of the matters that really counted
for the Cannes crowds, we put together a selection of "hot news" distributed by the
trade papers during the festival, the kind highly prized information essential for an
industry desperate to know what will happen tomorrow, for today is already the past.

Enjoy.

Edna Fainaru
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