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filmmakers in Israel. His debut, “The Group”, was a hit with the critics and the
audience alike, the second one, “Dizengoff 99”, did as well. Then, after three more
films, Nesher moved base to US, to write scripts and direct films, and it is only in
the last couple of years that he is back, with “This World” marking his return to the
Israeli cinema. Shmuel Duvdevani has met Nesher to talk not only about his own
work, but also about his personal perspective of the Israedli cinema world seen through
the eyes of someone who has been observing for many years in long shot.

The other main topic of this issue is Cannes 2004, still the biggest, the most varied
and significant film festival of the year. The press may have poured its scorn on last
year’s program but everyone was back for more, this year. To bookend the review
of the festival, we have chosen the two extremes of modern cinema, both actually
present on Cannes screens. At one end, the cinema of surfeit, crammed to the limit
with guotes, images, sounds, bneﬂy the cinema of Quentin Tarantino, who was
also the president of this year’s jury and as such, had more than a little to say about
the distribution of the awards. At the other, the minimalism of Abbas Kiarostami,
one of the most distinguished artists of contemporary cinema, who is forging his way
with each new film to ultimate goal of proving that less is more.

Amir Vodka and Ziv Wiener, two Tarantino afficionadoes, have chosen the
psychoanalytical angle to explain the motivations behind the extreme acts of the Kill
Bill double-decker saga, bombarding their readers with no less information than their
idol, in their attempt to unravel the sources of his inspiration and conduct of his
characters. At the opposite end, we offer Kiarostami’s cinema lessons, as presented
by him in his new film, “10 on Ten”, in which he discusses kind of film language he
uses in recent films such as “Ten”. Of course, these are higlights from his lectures,
for after all, there is no way to put in print the film excerpts he uses to underline his
points all through the film.

In between them, a vast survey of most notable Cannes entries, the good surprises
and the bad ones, the expectations that were not fulfilled and the unknowns who
forged a name for themselves, most particularly the two Israeli films, “Or” and
“Atash”, who notched up another top performance by our cinema.

Edna Fainaru
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