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ost of this issue is dedicated, as expected, to the Cannes
Film Festival. This is the Big Mall every distributor, film critic and
festival director in the world has to attend, to round up the essential
materials for the coming year. Sure, there are plenty of other festivals
around, but whether one likes it or not, the world cinema calendar
starts and ends every year in the month of May. Those who are not
in a hurry can of course wait and see the Cannes films - probably
everything that really counts - later, in distribution or in the program
of other festivals. But for some reason, it seems that no one is
prepared to wait, they are all there for the annual meeting.
Talking about festivals, this is the right moment to announce, if
only because the undersigned is the artistic director, the introduction
of a new festival in Israel, the Tel Aviv-Yafo International Film
Festival. Early reactions to this piece of news have been predictable.
In Tel Aviv, the country’s cultural capital with the largest film buff
audience, it was most welcome. Finally, they will not have to go
elsewhere for a real cinema celebration. Put it in your agenda: The
First Tel Aviv-Yafo International will be held on March14-21, 2002.
Finally, let me mention an interview we have here with Miri
Talmon, who has recently published a book on the Israeli cinema.
A subject insufficiently explored, raising questions that, sadly
enough, do not seem to have immediate answers.
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