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issim Nitcho Leon, a pioneer of Israeli cinematography, left us
this month. Most of our cinematographers grew up in his shadow and one of
his former assistants, now a DoP of international repute, David Gurfinkel,
remembers him fondly. This issue focuses on two further topics. First, the
Cannes Film Festival, still the greatest film show on earth. But even in this
most perfect of events if such a thing is possible its difficult to ignore the
dissonance that is becoming more evident than ever in the film world. Art or
business, culture or commerce. The original concept of the festival that was
supposed to unite together the two alternatives in the happiest of marriages
seems more remote than ever before. Hollywood cracks its whip and keeps its
products away because Cannes does not always fit into its marketing plans.
The only prestige the studios care for is the top of the best-selling charts. If
quality can help, they will go for it. If not absolutely necessary, they will be
happy to do without it. Happily for us, who do not share Hollywoods concerns
(or their mammoth profits, for that matter), there was plenty of space left this
year for the other kinds of cinema, most particularly the Asian one. How many
of these films will ever go beyond the festival circuit, when the American
industry is controlling that much of the exhibition in the world and how long
are the festivals going to stay the way they are now, if the American type of
merchandise will have its way? These are some of the questions we are trying
to explore in this issue, beyond the regular coverage of the festival and its films.
The other topic concerns the documentary cinema. The pride and joy of Israeli
cinema in recent years. True, less money is needed to make a documentary than
a fiction film, there are more clients around willing to acquire it (even if it is
for unreasonably low prices), the indifference of the cinema audiences to
domestic products does not affect it. And, most probably, it is easier to document
reality than to mold it into dramatic form. However, after the first enthusiastic,
self-congratulatory stage of the Israeli documentary, there is now a growing
feeling that there is still a lot we have to learn from the masters. Certainly when
they live among us, here. Like Herz Frank, the prize-winning documentarist
born in Lithuania, who relocated years ago to Jerusalem. Ilan Shizaf met him,
talked to him about documentaries, but not only, and after reading this detailed
interview, it seems a comprehensive retrospective of his films is a must.
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