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he Israeli documentaries are doing better than ever. The
filmmakers are ever more agressive, they have a much easier time
finding customers for their output who will either invest in the production
or at least acquire the finished product. The fiction film directors can
only observe and envy their lot. Of course, documentarists still have a
long way to go and in this issue we deal with two particular aspects of
the problems encountered in this field.

Amit Breuer describes some of the obstacles, the bureacratic imbroglios
and the mystifying objections she had to overcome for the production
of "The Specialist", Eyal Sivan's feature length montage film, which
uses footage from the Eichmann trial for the purpose of dealing, very
much in the perspective of Hannah Arendt, with the responsibilites and
the nature of the Holocaust.

At the other end of the spectrum, Ronit Rubin documents the pitching
session which took place during the first Documentary Film Festival
in Tel Aviv. Israeli filmmakers met producers from all over the world
and tried to sell them on their projects, with various degrees of success.

To celebrate Tel Aviv's 90th birthday, in our own way, we are launching
in this issue a series of articles about the role of cinema in the life of
the first Hebrew city which, without any doubt, is for many years now,
the capital of cinema in Israel.

Finally, the Cannes Festival, overshadowed this year by the scandal of
the prize-giving ceremony. It would be a pity to forget that it had a lot
to offer, among other things, a fascinating "Cinema Lesson" given by
Theo Angelopoulos in person.

Edna Fainaru
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