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“Are you, or have you ever been, a film director?”
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In August of 1986, Mexican director Emilio Fernandez died.
His great claim to fame being that, so far, he is the only film director
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to actually murder a critic.
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Two thumbs up fof Emilio.
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“Now regarding your new film, I'd like to start by asking you some
superficial questions to augment my smart arse article I've already written...”
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ike it or not, Cannes is the largest, most important film event
of the year. If you're looking for the latest, most relevant
films of today for indications of what cinema will be like tomorrow,
for new names, new faces and new trends, Cannes is the place to
be. Nothing to compare with it, for the time being. From Cannes
98 we have not only an extensive wrap-up covering all its various
sections but also an extract from the script written by Iranian
director Mohsen Makhmalbaf for the first film directed by his
daughter, Samira, "The Apple”. And of course, how could we not
bring you up to date with the latest attempt to fashion a fresh set
of rules for the cinema in the year 2000. "Dogma '95" arrived in
Cannes from Denmark, accompanying two entries signed by
directors who are members of this new, puritan group of film
makers. One of them being the very well known Lars von Trier,
the other a young newcomer, Thomas Vinterberg, who only four
years ago was a still student attending the Students Film Festival
in Tel Aviv and being delighted when he was awarded first prize
for a short film he had directed at school.
Also in this issue, a first selection of excerpts from a round table
which took place last year in San Sebastian, sponsored by the
European Film Academy, the International Federation of Film
Critics and the Film Festival there. The title of that meeting speaks
for itself: "Don't Shoot the Critic". Film critics, film makers,
producers, exhibitors, festival directors, were among those who
were wondering aloud what is the role of the critic in today's
media.
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