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| his year, everybody rushed to write about Cannes, promising
=== all sorts of miracles that will surely take place for the 50th
anniversary of the festival. Then, once the festival was over, the
same people couldn't wait to report on the terrible disappointment.
The truth, however, is neither here nor there. There was no good
reason why Cannes would feature its best selection ever in 1997,
fifty years or no fifty years, and if there was disappointment, and
there certainly was, it is not the festival but the film industry who
is responsible for it. After all, no one could suggest a secret list
of masterpieces the festival has missed, because there were no
such masterpieces around. And whatever the critics may tell you,
there is one fact no one disputes: Cannes is the best place to
assess the state of the industry, this and every other year around.
Which is the reason why a large part of this issue is dedicated
to various aspects of the largest film festival in the world.
As for the Israeli cinema - in recent years, its most lively activity
has been deployed in the documentary field, and in this issue we
focus on two such films - both films dedicated to writers who
happened to be friends, both films trying to find the best way to
portray on screen a person whose main business in life is to sit
down and write, not a very exciting occupation to watch.
And finally, a glimpse at the independent American cinema
through an interview with Jonathan Nossiter, whose film "Sunday”
won the top award at this year's Sundance Festival.
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