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FOUR NEW ISRAELI FILMS ARE DUE OUT BEFORE THE END OF THE MONTH. A TRUE REASON FOR
CELEBRATIONS, YOU MIGTH THINK. MORE SO SINCE TWO OF THEM ARE SIGNED BY RESPECTED
VETERANS, AVRAHAM HEFFNER AND DANIEL WACHSMAN, WHO HAVE BEEN WAITING TEN AND
EIGTH YEARS, RESPECTIVELY, SINCE THEIR LAST PICTURE. BUT DANNY MUGGIA, WHO MET THEM

BOTH, FOUND OUT NIETHER WAS ECSTATIC, BOTH WERE DEEPLY CONCERNED WITH THE
CONDITIONS OF MAKING FILMS IN ISRAEL, AND ONCE AGAIN THEY FEEL LIKE THEY DON'T EVER
WANT TO TAKE ANOTHER TRIP THROUGH THE VALLEY OF TEARS KNOWN AS THE SEARCH FOR
INVESTORS AND THE PRODUCTION OF ANOTHER ISRAELI FILM. MAYBE CELEBRATIONS ARE A
LITTLE PREMATURE.

AKIRA KUROSAWA'’S "DREAMS” PROVED CONTROVERSIAL FROM ITS FIRST SCREENINGS IN
CANNES. WITH ALL DUE RESPECT TO THE MASTER, SOME CRITICS FOUND HIS LATEST PICTURE
PREACHIFYING AND ITS MESSAGE OVER-SIMPLIFIED, OTHERS BELIEVED THAT TO REALLY GRASP
IT, ONE NEEDS TO BE INTIMATE WITH THE JAPANESE CULTURE, IN WHICH IT IS DEEPLY ROOTED.
ASHER LEVY, DAN TZALKA AND ZVIKA SERPER TACKLE THE FILM FROM THREE DIFFERENT
ANGLES, MAX TESSIER CONTRIBUTES AN INTERVIEW HE DID WITH THE DIRECTOR IN TOKYO AND
FINALLY, A LIST OF MILESTONES IN KUROSWA'S LIFE TRACE THE CREATIVE CAREER WHICH LED
TO “DREAMS”.

WE WAITED FOR MANY YEARS BEFORE A RETROSPECTIVE OF ANOTHER JAPANESE GIANT WOULD
REACH US. NOT COMPLETE, BUT CERTAINLY BETTER THAN NOTHING. DAN FAINARU OFFERS AN
INTRODUCTION TO MIKIO NARUSE, A DIRECTOR CONSIDERED BY THE JAPANESE THE EQUALOF
KUROSAWA, MIZOGUCHI AND OZU.

AND ANOTHER INTRODUCTION. THE TEL AVIV CINEMATHEQUE PREPARES A GEORGIAN FILM
WEEK IN AUGUST. SINCE THIS IS A VASTLY UNKNOWN TERRITORY IN ISRAEL, WE ASKED
GEORGIAN FILM CRITIC AND RESERCHER CORA TSERETELI FOR AN HISTORICAL PRESENTATION
AND SOVIET FILM CRITIC AND WRITER ALLA GARBER, WHO ATTENDED THE STUDENT FILM
FESTIVAL IN TEL AVIV, ADDED HER OWN OBSERVATIONS ON SOME OF THE BETTER KNOWN

GEORGIAN FILM MAKERS.
CINEMATHEQUE WE WISH YOU ALL PLEASANT READING.
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