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Cannes may be the greatest film festival in the world, but that doesn’t mean
everyone is happy with it, this year even less than usual. This time, the most
visible complaints concerned the French titles in the program. No less than six
in the main frame, not to mention all the other sections. Politically, this may
have been a wise decision, for the home production offices were obviously no
less than delighted with such a massive, practically unprecedented, presence.
And the feminist lobby couldn’t complain either, since three out of the six films
were signed by women directors. The only ones that could complain were the
viewers. Notwithstanding half the award it got, Maiwenn’s "Mon roi” as well as
Valerie Donzelli’s “Marguerite et Julien” would have done better elsewhere. As
for Emmanuelle Bercot’s ”La tete haute”, which opened the festival, it was too
painfully predictable and unexceptional for its slot. As a matter of fact, the best
French films, Arnaud Desplechin’s “Trois souvenirs de jeunesse” and Philippe
Garrel’s ”A 'ombre des femmes” were shown in the parallel section, Quinzaine
des Realisateurs.

>

But, as usual, there is no use complaining. Instead, here are the films we chose
to single out for you in this issue. Beside Desplechin’s film, the best among the
French, we have Todd Haynes’ ”Carol”, the most polished film in competition,
though it barely got half an award, Hou Hsiaou hsien’s "The Assassin”, the
most stunning visual experience, Hirokazu Kore-Eda’s “Our Little Sister”, the
smoothest and most impeccable one, Joachim Trier’s “Louder than Bombs”, the
most discriminated against by the jury, Corneliu Porumboiu’s "The Treasure”,
once again hiding its sophistication in a simple, apparently obvious story,
Turkey’s “Mustang” unveiling a fresh new talent, Deniz Gamze Urguven, and
finally, the most talked about film of the festival, Laszlo Nemes’ debut feature,
"The Son of Saul”, which braved some of the fiercest cinema taboos with
surprising courage and originality. We’ve got short interviews picked from
Cannes reports, with all of these filmmakers.

>

Finally, the one section no one could complain about, the Cannes Classics,
presenting restorations of great films or documentaries about great directors
and actors. Out of this section, we picked the amazing "Marius” (1931), the first
part of the Marcel Pagnol trilogy, directed by Alexander Korda. The following
two parts, “Fanny” and ”"Cesar”, will be soon restored as well. Or so we were
promised at the festival.

Read and Enjoy.
Edna Fainaru
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