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an Daor passed away on the same day our last
issue was coming out. A writer and translator from
many languages, including Chinese, a brilliant and
original critic - of films, books, food and what have
= you - he was one of those rare intellectuals secure
enough not to flaunt his knowledge all over the place, but use it
wisely whenever it was needed. Not only was he one of the earliest
members of our editorial board, but far more important, a close
friend, a precious adviser, and a never-ending source of inspiration
and suggestions, always prepared to assist anyone requiring his help.
In his memory, we reprint here a piece he wrote for us as far back
as 1993, about the role of cinema in our contemporary cultural
landscape and the importance of the Cinematheque as an institution,
in preserving this role.
Gur Bentwich was one of Daor’s favorite Israeli filmmakers, never
forgetting to praise him for one of his early shorts, “The State of
the Lettuce”. Working his own way outside the establishment of the
Israeli cinema, refusing to respect either the thematic or technical
requirements of the conventional industry, Bentwich made features
such as "The Blue Planet” and “Something Total” and a collection of
shorter films of various lengthg, all of them looking like some kind of
Israeli answer to the early American independents. Earlier this year,
a retrospective of his films screened at the Tel Aviv Cinematheque
and the present interview will help those who attended it to grasp
the spirit in which the films were made.
The star of last year’s Thessaloniki Film Festival, Werner Herzog,
not only had most of his sixty odd films shown in the course of the
festival but also two separate exhibitions were dedicated to his work.
True to the kind of gospel he has been spreading now for years,
Herzog led a master class in which he claimed among other things,
that a week is more than enough to learn everything that you need
to know about cinema, and insisted that an artist is allowed to break
every single law in existence for the purpose of achieving his artistic
goals. That and more of the Herzog gospel in excerpts we collected
from his Thessaloniki master class.
Also in this issue, Erez Dvora wraps up his massive survey of
American Cinema in the Seventies, the decade which saw a number
of film auteurs flourish in Hollywood only to be crushed under the
yoke of the major studios. Much farther back into the past. Tom
Shuval looks at five of the films made by the first Oscar winning
director ever, Frank Borzage. The five films, all of them produced by
the Fox studio, like "Seventh Heaven” and “"Lucky Star”, were made
during that sensitive period between the silent era and the talkies
and are among the director’s finest achievements.
In a different mood, Yael Munk sums up the career of Eric Rohmer,
one the leaders of the French New Wave. An academician not only
in spirit but also in practice who taught most of his life at the
Sorbonne, his films, often wry and ironic, have been insistently
digging into the morals and ethics of his countrymen. Finally, Yaron
Shamir went to see ”Nine”, Rob Marshall’s musical version of
Fellini's ""Otto e Mezzo", came back mortified and asked to express
his feelings in writing. We couldn’t agree with him more.

Edna Fainaru
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