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Everybody knows Charlie Chaplin, everybody admires Buster Keaton but too many
tend to forget Harold Lloyd, “the third genius”, to quote British film historian Kevin
Brownlow. As relevant as the other two for film comedy in the silent era, Lloyd
was never the outsider wanting to get in, like the other two, but rather the image
of the boy next door, the kind that everyone could identify with. Sort of nerdish,
big round spectacles on his nose, an “everyman” whose insistence to ignore the
notion of ”impossible” led him all the way to an unexpected success, he was in a
way, the personification of the American dream come true, the insignificant little
man who can achieve anything once he sets his mind to it. A retrospective of his
films, organized with the full assistance of the Harold Lloyd foundation, is the
perfect occasion to reassess his immense talent and inventive contribution to the
art of film and the detailed opening piece of this issue will help those who do not
know him yet, to find their way in Lloyd cinema.

A major influence on the highly reputed Romanian New Wave, and the most
important filmmaker of his country, Lucian Pintilie celebrated, last November,
his 80th birthday. A hopelessly angry man whose jaundiced view of his fellow
countrymen has not been altered by the change of political regimes there, forced
by the communist censors to live outside Romania through most of the 70’s after
they banned his stage productions and films, he was recognized in the West as
one of the leading theatre and opera producers in the world, but once back home
and making films again, he lost neither his passion nor his ferocious temper in
his pictures, each one a pitiless, vitriolic record of the reality around him. The
Transylvania Film Festival in Cluj brought forward, for his jubilee, a DVD box
containing all of his 11 features and hopefully, the Romanian Film Week which
should take place this spring in Israel, will include some of them. If they do
make it all the way here, don’t miss them.

The first name, and more often than not, the only one to come to mind, when
Indian cinema is mentioned, is that of Bengali film director Satiyajit Ray. And
rightly so. But there is another filmmaker, Bengali just like him, whose films
were vastly different but equally influential. His name is Ritwik Ghatak, the
preservation of his films often hurting his reputation, but lately regaining his
rightful place in the Indian film pantheon. Rea Amit is offering us a glimpse of
the man and his work and with any luck one or more of our Cinematheques will
even display his films.

Finally, another chapter out of the pool of conversations with established Israeli
filmmakers, here are selections out a 7 hours interview conducted by Marat
Parkhomovsky with Zeev Revach, the prolific veteran actor and director, whose work
did not always bowl over the critics but never failed to enchant audiences, which, as
far as he was concerned, were the ultimate and only accurate judges of his work.
Enjoy.

Edna Fainaru
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