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Most film buffs know about the Dardenne brothers, but not as many have

ever seen their films. The reason may be that however one feels like describing
them, realist, naturalist, militant, socialist, one thing they are not, "commercial”. But
these days, there is little doubt that they are among the most important, original,
independent and detcrmined film makers in Furope, whose insistence to face the
least flattering and the more painful moral issues of the Western society, has already
secured for them a place in the Pantheon of world cinema. Discovered when an
early film, "La Promesse" was shown in a Cannes sidebar ("Directors' Fortnight"),
they have become the darlings of this event, all their films since have played in the
official competition, and all of them, without exception, collected at least one if not
more awards, including a couple of Golden Palms. Another festival, Thessaloniki,
invited them last fall. Luc, the younger one, came to present a full retrospective of
their films and also discuss, in front of a packed theaire, the type of cinema he makes
with his brother, and how, by accepting to work for lower budgets and no stars, they
have managed to keep their independence intact in a world where "compromise” is
usually the secret of survival.

Eran Sachar and Pablo Utin look at two different aspects of the Israeli cinema.
Sachar, powerfully impressed, like many others, by "Waltz with Bashir", has chosen
to take it as his departure point to discuss the effects of belated post trauma which
have left so many deep, unhealed scars, similar with those discussed by Ari Folman
in his film. Utin picks "Seven Days" by Ronit and Shiomi Elkabetz as an example of
a syndrome which he finds more prevalent than ever in Israeli cinema — the gradual
demise of the family as the natural core of the social fabric, though no one seems to
be quite sure what will be replacing it.

There is a huge abyss separating the two directors discussed in this month's magazine.
On the one hand, the elegant, witty, brilliant Joseph Mankiewicz, was born exactly
100 years ago, whose films ("All About Eve", "The Barefoot Contessa", "Suddenly
Last Summer") are among the true mythical achievements of Hollywood. Danny
Warth's survey of his career points out the indisputable qualities of this writer and
director. Takashi Miike, on the other hand, considered by some to be a genius, by
other a madman, and recognized by all as the most prolific film maker of this time (an
average of 4-5 features a year), makes films of unparalleled violence and brutality,
which seem to test again and again his audience's capacity to watch them. Rea Amit,
who has been living for some time in Japan, tries to understand Miike in relation with
the culture and background which brought him forth.

Finally, our classic picture for this issue of the magazine is Anthony Mann's "Furies",
not quite a western nor exactly a drama, made in 1950 with Barbara Stanwyck and
Walter Huston: (his last film). Often ignored in favor of the much more familiar
"Winchester 73" which came out the same vear, it is brought back to our attention by
Tom Shoval, an unconditioned admirer of Anthony Mann's work.

Edna Fainaru

The best fiction is like a good
documentary A

Dan Fainaru
Luc Dardenne talks in Thessaloniki
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Accepting the Pain

Eran Sachar

On post rauma in films like “Waltz
with Bashir”
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Rea Amit

On prolific Takashi Mitke and his
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Tighten your seat belts, we're in for a
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King Lear on the Mexican border
Tom Shoval
Recalling Anthony Mann’s “Furies”
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