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inematheque no.150. We never thought we’d go that far when we started

it all, 26 years ago. That a film publication keeps going on for that long

against all odds is pretty much of a miracle, made possible only by the
stubborn support of the Tel Aviv Cinematheque, which stood by us, come rain
or come shine. We owe a debt of gratitude to all those who participated in all or
in parts of this long journey. We couldn’t have done it without them in the past
and won’t make it without them, in the future.
When Pablo Utin interviewed Eran Kolirin, “The Band’s Visit” had not yet
been picked as the Best Discovery of the Year and Sassen Gabai had not yet been
crowned Best Actor by the European Film Academy. But it was already pretty clear
that Kolirin’s first feature film is one of the most successful Israeli films ever (if not
the most successful) and one of a rare breed, a favorite not only with audiences but
film critics as well. His unconventional approach to film making was essential for a
story which looks entirely realistic and yet, in today’s world, is still very much of
a fairytale. To Kolirin’s credit, it works on both levels, and this interview offers a
glimpse into the sources of his inspiration and the kind of cinema he wants to make.
Another Israeli film, “King of Beggars”, released last September, disappeared almost
as soon as it was released, very few managed to see it, and those critics whe did deign
to deal with it, sounded less than enthusiastic. Ido Hartoegsohn has another look at
what, for him, could be a possible opening for future historical Hebrew sagas, which
the Israeli cinema has always carefully avoided. Not to mention a whole series of
motives, originating in Mendele Mocher Sforim’s tale which could easily apply to
some of today’s ideological conflicts.
Orly Lubin, who divides her teaching duties between New York and Tel Aviv, has
noticed, first in the films revealed at the New York Film Festival but also in many
that came out later, a new tendency in the American cinema — no longer content to
chase and punish villains at all costs, but also to indulge in the grace of forgiveness,
a quality Hollywoood movies have never really cherished in the past. Lubin reviews
several films that suggest this change, some of them already displayed on our screens,
other on their way here.
Also dealing with a similar subject, but from an entirely different perspective,
Danny Warth is inaugurating a column that will be dedicated, in future, to great
classic films that are too often forgotten. Warth’s first choice is “The Searchers”,
John Ford’s western considered on of the greatest American sagas ever, a profound
reflection on the nature of a nation built by immigrants by usurping the lands of the
natives — all of this in the form a commercial film genre and leading to an ambiguous
ending that offers no clear-cut conclusions. More on American cinema and its ethics,
in two recent fiction films, “Redacted’ and “In the Valley of Ellah” dealing with the
war in Irag. Both are apparently virtuous and critical, but neither one dares go as far
as it should.
Finally, at the end of the year, we chose five films which have drawn the attention
of film buffs abroad on those of our critics who have seen them here, but none
sufficiently attractive, or so it seems, to warrant an Israeli distribution. So let us
remind all interested parties of Shane Meadows’ “This Is England”, Janes Szasz’
“Opium”, Carlos Reygadas’ “Stellet Licht”, Joachim Trier’s “Reprise” and Jose
Luis Guerin’s “En La Ciudad de Sylvia”. There is nothing in common between
them, except originality and excellence. Maybe, hearing their names again, someone
will do something about them.

Enjoy!

Edna Fainaru

A realistic fairytale

Pablo Utin

An inferview with Eran Kolirin on
“The Band's Visit”

The Untypical Jews

Ido Hartogsohn

A different reading of “The King of
Beggars”

Nexf step after vengeance
Orly Lubin

Forgiveness Hollywood-style

Welcome fo frag

Dan Fainaru

De Palma, Haggis and the American
ethos

Reviewed Masterpiece
Danny Warth

John Ford’s “The Seorchers”

look beyond the distribution
Five films you should fry to see, come
what may

“En la Ciudad de Sylvia” by Jose .
Luis Guerin

Dan Fainary

“Opium” by Janos Szasz
Shmulik Duvdevani

“Reprise” by Joachim Trier
Ido Yablonka

“This is Englund’ by Shane Meadows
Meir Schnitzer

“Stellet Licht” by Carlos Reygadas @

Pablo Utin
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