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As hard as this may be to believe - for us no less than for all of you - with this

issue, Cinematheque reaches the respectable old age of 25. It first came out, in a
smaller, more modest format, as a monthly, on January 1, 1982, with Klaus Maria
Brandauer in his famous "Mephisto” make-up from Istvan Szabo's celebrated film.
Having survived as long as we did is naturally a source of pride to all of us, though
we have to concede today, that not everything always turned out just the way we
would have liked to. The facts of life in Israel, where culture in general and cinema,
in particular, have never had an easy time, dictated restrictions and compromises that
were not always welcome, but we had to live with or else. And, as you see, we
survived.

If we're still around and coming out regularly, once every two months, it is mostly
due to the support of the Tel Aviv Cinematheque, which provided a solid backing for
our activities at all times, even the most inauspicious ones. Only thanks to this backing
could we stick to our guns and turn down some of the suggestions that came up along
the way. On the one hand, there were offers to becorie a giossy magaciie interviewing
fashionable stars and providing advertorial information in exchange for an eventual
support of the local film industry, on the other hand, there were proposals to move
towards an academic publication, which would have ultimately caused us to betray
our original intentions, that of addressing film lovers of every kind, not necessarily
professionals or researchers, just people who love the movies and want to know them
better, but tend to get lost in the secret codes of the academic mind.

All through these years, we have closely followed the Tel Aviv Cinematheque activities
and focused on its main programs (i.e., the recent Fellini issue accompanying the
Fellini retrospective). But at the same time, we tried to follow every new angle opening
up and every new significant talent coming up in world cinema and introduce them
to our readers. We paid particular attention to the Israeli cinema which has considerably
expanded in recent times, and by covering film festivals from all around the world,
we attempted to give our audience an idea of what is happening abroad right now,
at a point in time when distribution is ruled, more than ever before, by profits only,
and the American cinema is gradually pushing out most of its competitors. It is with
a certain degree of satisfaction that we find some of the films we mentioned on our
pages, coming up soon after, either in the video libraries or in one of the many film
festivals around the country - both alternative but perfectly valid and legitimate means
of distribution.

As for this issue - Renzo Rossellini, who visited us a couple of months ago at the
Haifa Film Festival, talks about his celebrated father, Roberto, and Danny Warth
sums up the work of a great director whose centenary was celebrated this year. Some
of the closest associates and friends of late film editor Danny Itzhaki came to the
Tel Aviv Cinematheque to remember him and Tamar Yaron was there to collect their
testimonies for us. Amir Wodka explores the relations between architecture and
cinema, not only in the way both arts approach the creative process but also in the
special significance of space in film language. Brief reviews of four festivals present
some of the more interesting films to come out this fall, and our DVD section mentions
a handful of titles that you may never have a chance to see here on the big screen,
but you can still catch them if you look for them in the right video libraries.

Enjoy.

Edna Fainaru

Nostalgia for the future

Renzo Rossellini talks about his father
and his views on cinema

Pablo Utin

The man who predicted the end of
cinema

Roberfo Rossellini and his films -
celebrating the centenary

Danny Warth

Filmmakers pay fribute to on editor
Danny ltzhaki remembered af the Tel
Aviv Cinematheque

Tamar Yaron

Cinema as the architecture of time
Movies and their dependence on both
time and fictitious spaces created for
the camera

Amir Wodka

The Best DVDs of 2006

In other words, the ones you are not
likely to see on a big screen.

Pablo Utin, Amir Wodka, Dan
Fainaru

Festivals
Animation in Zagreb
Almost an award for Israel
Zwika Oren

locarno under a new boss
Nice surprises from Germany,
Romania and even Kazakhstan
Edna Fainaru

"The Queen" in Venice

... and some Asians in top form - Tsai
Ming Liang, Zhe Jiangke, Johnny To
Dan Fainaru

Meeting an Indian in Toronto
A luxury department store for films
around the world

Dan Fainaru
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