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o wonder there isn’t any real cinematic dialogue in Israel.
There is no real political dialogue either. A brief glance at any of
the news programs or talk shows will confirm that. Every encounter
that promises to deliver an intelligent, civilized type of dialogue,
turns very quickly into a WWF match, as loud and as unpleasant
as the original. Veteran filmmaker Igal Burstyn claims his colleagues
prefer to discuss the politics of their profession instead of dealing
with its real substance. He argues that it’s about time to start learning
how to look, analyze and understand past failings and past
achievements and there is no better trigger to start this discussion
than the work of Uri Zohar, a true original who has always refused
to repeat himself.
Also in this issue, a brief iook at the early work of Takeshi Kitano,
whose films will be displayed in a retrospective program at the
Cinematheque. Danny Warth looks at his first films, which the
Israeli audience did not yet have the occasion to familiarize itself
with. Additionally, a full biofilmography and quotes from several
interviews with him reveal a fascinating artistic personality, capable
of going from one extreme to another within the blink of an eye.
Finally, this month’s festival is Thessaloniki 2000, a great example
of what a film festival should be.

Edna Fainaru
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