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A full-scale Ingmar Bergman retrospective, of the kind put
together by the Cinematheque in January, is pretty much of a
challenge, these days. Fifteen years ago, it would have been
considered a sensation. Now, in this age of instant-digestion
diets, forty-odd films by the director who almost single-handedly
proved to the world at large that cinema is an art, may prove to
be too rich and heavy for our tv-conditioned, brainwashed taste
buds. Bergman may not be the only one who pondered upon
the role of the artist in our society, there were certainly others
before him who explored the tortured labyrinths of the protestant
soul and its tribulations, or dwelt upon the conflicts of art vs
faith, facts vs magic, or the true sense and meaning of life and
death. But he may have been the first, and possibly the only
one, who has managed to translate it all into a cinematic language
that communicated itself not only to the cognoscenti but to the
general public as well. His films were never easy to grasp -
though he still believes they are perfectly clear and denies any
intentional symbolism - but unravelling the mysteries of his
images and plots used to be part of the wondrous charm of his
pictures. Things may have changed today, but even those blase
audiences who claim they have neither the time nor patience to
indulge Bergman's soul-searching speculations, do concede that
among their greatest film experiences ever, there might just be
something like "Fanny and Alexander” or "Persona", or even
"Scenes from a Marriage", not to mention "The Magic Flute".
It is only natural that most of the present "Cinematheque" issue
is dedicated to Bergman. First a piece written by Kathleen
Murphy for Film Comment in 1995, when a similar Bergman
retrospective was on its way to the Lincoln Center, in which
she tries to grasp the meaning Bergman's films might have for
the '90s. Then, a collection of Bergman quotes about himself
and his work, taken from seminars at the Southern Methodist
University in Dallas, from a press conference in Venice and an
interview in Cahiers du Cinema. Asher Levi offers an Israeli
insight into Bergman's work and Daniel Warth's extensive bio-
filmography, probably the first on such scale to be published in
Israel, shows how rich and varied his career was, be itin theatre,
films and television. Now, all that remains to be done, is to see
the films again to realize how meaningful they were then and
are now.
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