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Printed by Tal

NO ONE SHOULD BEAT HIS OWN DRUM, EXCEPT MAYBE ONCE IN A
DECADE. AND BELIEVE IT OR NOT, WE'VE JUST WON THIS RIGHT. THE
FIRST CINEMATHEQUE CAME OUT ON JANUARY 1, 1982, EXACTLY
10 YEARS AGO. THE TEL AVIV CINEMATHEQUE WAS BEHIND US, A
PRIVATE PUBLISHER WAS PRODUCING, ONE OF THE BANKS COVERED
THE OVERDRAFT. THE FIRST ISSUES WERE SMALLER, MORE MODEST IN
EVERY WAY, BUT CINEMATHEQUE WAS A MONTHLY AT THE TIME.
THEN CAME OCTOBER 1983, THE BANKS, WORRIED ABOUT THEIR OWN
SURVIVAL, DECIDED THEY CAN'T SPARE THE MONEY FOR CULTURE,
THE PUBLISHER DROPPED US LIKE A HOT POTATO AND WE WERE
STUCK. A YEAR AND A HALF WE LOOKED ARCUND FOR A SOLUTION
AND WHEN NONE WAS FOUND, IT WAS THE TEL AVIV CINEMATHEQUE
WHO CAME UP WITH THE NECESSARY FUNDS FOR US TO GO BACK TO
PRINT AS A BI-MONTHLY. ITS SUPPORT, THROUGH HELL AND HIGH
WATER, FROM THE VERY FIRST DAY OF THIS MAGAZINE UNTIL NOW,
IS NOT ONLT COMMENDABLE, BUT TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION
THERE IS NO FINANCIAL PROFIT IN THE ENTIRE VENTURE, IT IS
DOWNRIGHT UNIQUE. IT ALLOWED US TO SURVIVE LONGER THAN ANY
OTHER FILM MAGAZINE IN ISRAEL, WE GREWV IN SIZE AND IN SHAPE, ALL
THIS WITHOUT BEING EXPECTED TO COMPROMISE ON ANY EDITORIAL
MATTERS WHATSOEVER.

WE WOUILD LIKE TO EXPRESS OUR SINCERE GRATITUDE TO ALL THE
MEMBERS OF THE EDITORIAL BOARD, WHQ HAVE BEEN WITH US FOR
MOST OF THESE TEN YEARS, OFFERING THEIR TIME AND THEIR WRITING
FOR FAR LESS THAN THEY ARE WORTH. WITHOUT THEM,
CINEMATHEQUE WOULDN'T BE AROUND THESE DAYS. WE WOULD
ALSO LIKE TO THANK SOME OF THE FILM DISTRIBUTORS WHO WERE
THERE WHEN WE NEEDED THEM, FIRST OF ALL GELFAND FILMS AND
SHANIFILMS, WHO STUCK BY US MOST OF THE TIME, BUT ALSO SEVEN
STARS, CINEMA PARIS AND THE GG GROUP, WHO LENT A HELPING
HAND ONCE IN A WHILE.

ALL THROUGH THE LAST DECADE, WE HAVE DONE QUR BEST TO
FOLLOW THE MANY DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF CINEMA, ITS TRENDS, ITS
PROBLEMS, TS NOVELTIES AND ITS CRISES. AT HOME AND ABROAD.
FIRST OF ALL, NATURALLY, AT HOME, FOR THIS REASON WE DECIDED
IN THIS ANNIVERSARY ISSUE TO APPROACH A NUMBER OF LEADING
ISRAELI FILM MAKERS, ALL OF THEM WITH AT LEAST ONE FEATURE
FILM TO THEIR CREDIT, AND ASK EACH OF THEM TO SUM UP THE LAST
DECADE AND THE PRESENT CONDITION OF QUR CINEMA, WHOSE

{OUTPUT IN THE LAST YEAR WAS ONE OF THE POOREST EVER. THE

ANSWRERS WE RECEIVED WERE MANY AND VARIOUS, BUT IT ISN'T
REALLY SURPRISING TO REALIZE THE GENERAL MOOD IS LESS THAN
ECSTATIC.

ALSOFOR THIS ISSUE, DANNY MUGGIA PREPARED AN INDEX OF ALL
THE TOPICS WE COVERED IN THE FIRST 60 ISSUES OF CINEMATHEQUE.
WHILE THE LIST TURNS OUT TO BE MUCH LONGER THAN WE EXPECTED
(T 1S THE VERY FIRST TIME THIS MATERIAL IS INDEXED), IT IS
OBVIOUSLY FAR FROM COMPLETE. WE WOULD HAVE LIKED TO SPREAD
OUR WINGS MUCH FARTHER, BUT THE DISCIPLINE OF A BI-MONTHLY
IMPOSES A CERTAIN RESTRAINT IN THE NUMBER OF SUBJECTS YOU
DEAL WITH AND THE AMOUNT OF SPACE DEDICATED TO EACH ONE.
HOPEFULLY, WE'LL MANAGE TO GO BACK TO A MONTHLY FORMAT
SOMETIME SOON AND ONCE WE DO SO, WE SHALL TRY TO FiLL OUT
THE GAPS OF THE PAST.

FINALLY WE WISH TO THANK ALL THOSE READERS WHO HAVE
FAITHFULLY STAYED AT OUR SIDE FOR THE LAST TEN YEARS, FOR THE
TRUST THEY PUT IN US. WE PROMISE TO TRY TO DO BETTER IN THE
YEARS TO COME.

EDNA FAINARU

BEST WISHES TO THE ISRAEL! FILM ARCHIVE ON ITS
30TH ANNIVERSARY

AND TO THE JERUSALEM CINENATHEQUE ON ITS
10TH ANNIVERSARY

CINEMATHEQUE, A Bi-Monthly Film Magazine Published by the Tel-Aviv Cinematheque
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