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SPECIAL-JAPANESE CINEMA

This special number of Cinematheque is dedicated to the
Japanese cinema, as it will be exposed, in depth, through
the months of January and February 1987, at the Tel Aviv
Cinematheque. The program includes a wide selection of
films made until the mid-sixties by the most promineni fiim
makers all of whom are present in this special issue.

The opening statement (p. 5) is by Akira Kurosawa, the
one key director not included in the program, since many
of his films are about to be revived commercially, However,
the Cinematheque will celebrate this revival with a special
screening of “Throne of Blood’’, on which Meir Schnitzer

elaborates, in the light of Kurosawa’s later Shakespeare.

adaptation, “Ran” (p. 46).

An introduction to basic values and styles of Japanese
cinema is offered by Avinoam Harpak, program director of
the Jerusalem Cinematheque (p. 6). Danny Warth introduces
the work of Yasujiro Ozu (p. 14), Yakhin Hirsch presents
Kenji Mizoguchi, (p. 18) and Dan Fainaru adds his
impressions of Mikio Naruse (p. 22), who has been
practically unknown in the West until a couple of years ago.

Danny Warth and Zwika Oren have compiled a brief

lexicon of the other directors in this program, namely
Nagisa .Oshima, - Tadashi-Imai, Kon Ichikawa, Heinosuke
Gosho, Satsuo Yamamoto, Kozaburo Yoshimura, Masaki
Kobayashi, Teinosuke Kinugasa and Kaneto Shindo (p. 49).
To wrap up this special issue, there is a list of Japanese
studios, a short dictionary of the terminology used in
dealing with Japanese cinema and a bibliographical list for
those who wish to learn more about this exciting cinema.

Edna Fainaru
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