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1 Tom Gunning, The Cinema of Attraction: Early Film, its Spectator,
and the Avant-Garde
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4 Terry Castle, Phantasmagoria: Spectral Technology and the
Metaphysics of Modern Reverie.
5 Jean-Louis Baudry, The apparatus: metapsychological

Approaches to the Impression of Reality in Cinema.
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& he title of this issue could easily be “the old
and the new”. Indeed, the first deals with the
cinema of today, the second with milestones
in film history. To begin with, next month.
the guest of the Israeli Cinematheques for the
annual French Film Week will be Michel Cirnent,
the editor in chief of Positif, one of the most
respected and influential cinema publications
in the Western World which published its 600™
issue in February and is about to celebrate its 60™ anniversary next
year. Ciment himself, nicknamed by some of his friends “The Pope
of Cinema”, is one of the best known film critics around the world,
a fierce defender of the concept that films are never to be judged by
the politics, the ethnic origins, the sex, nationality or race of the
filmmaker, only by the quality of their work and unlike many of
his colleagues, he has always insisted that films are more important
than the people who write about them. In the course of his visit,
he will introduce some French films he believes in (by no means all
of them), will show some of his documentaries on film makers he
admires (such as Billy Wilder and Joseph Mankiewicz) as well as a
recent documentary made about him and his work for Positif. In
this issue of Cinematheque, you will find Ciment‘s opening piece for
Positifno. 599 on the “Culture of Narcissism”, offering a pretty clear
idea of his opinions on film criticism and cinema in general, followed
by a rare interview with Clint Eastwood on “Hereafier”, featured in
the same issue of the magazine, which has been a staunch defender
of this much maligned work.

This year, in Berlin, the European Film Market had to install for
the first time 3D equipment when they realized they have to host no
less than 30 new films using this technique. By now a commercial
bonanza, 3D is certainly a popular attraction but Amir Wodka
wonders how well it is put to use and whether it is already more
than a fancy gimmick. On the same subject, a number of questions
referring to the much praised Pina Bausch 3D documentary shown
this year at the Berlin Film Festival, pointing out problems director
Wim Wenders did not address.

Then, we have Asher Levy who went to see Abbas Karostami‘s
first feature shot outside Iran, “Copie Conforme” and came back
with a series of philosophical reflections on confronting copies and
originals, accompanied by the respective artistic considerations and
the ethics involved.

From the past, we first have Pablo Utin having another look at Uri
Zohar’s cult film, “Peepers”, and revealing its many dark sides,
quite unexpected in a picture whose main reputation is for being
cool, careless, irreverent, even downright impertinent. Marat
Parkhomovsky adds an historical note on the production of a film
that threw conventions to the winds and shocked many people long
before it was made. To commemorate Mario Meonicelli‘'s untimely
death (after all he was only 95), Danny Warth traces the career
of one the founding fathers of the Italian Comedy, the director of
masterpieces such as I soliti Ignoti and La Grande Guerra. Finally,
with politics ereeping back into cinema as they do today, Ron Fogel
returns to the fifties to remind us of John Sturges’ modern western
“Bad Day at Black Rock”, a barely veiled metaphor of rampant
fascism in Senator McCarthy‘s bleak America.
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