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ecause of the comprehensive Jean-Luc Godard retrospective that
took place during the month of December, we dedicated the entire last
issue of Cinematheque to this most challenging Swiss (or is it French, for
after all it was with the assistance of the French Cultural Institute to program
took shape) filmmaker. This postponed all of the fall festivals and the new
films they presented, to this issue. Late, it's true, but not too late, given the
state of distribution, not only in Israel but practically everywhere else in
the world. With the Hollywood studios consolidating ever more their grip
on the exhibition market, festival films have to bide their time, before (if
they're lucky) getting a release outside their own country, therefore the
festival fare is as relevant in December as it was in October. We did try to
avoid referring to those films that would be distributed by this time anyway,
and focus on those who will have to wait, and possibly never make it to
our screens, though they should be given a chance, at least. But if it seems
as if only festivals are interested in these films, the response of audiences
hints that maybe there is more to them than one might suspect. Fact is that
in those festivals where the public has a say (unlike Cannes-Berlin-Venice,
first and foremost dedicated to professionals), the number of tickets sold
is increasing every year. Hollywood studio diet seems to have exhausted
at least some of the movie customer and they're looking now for something
different. So much so that it sometimes seems anything different will please
them, just as a relief from their regular meals. Even the pretense that
festivals work only because of the glamour they provide for the vulgar
masses has been proved wrong. After September 11, when celebrities, with
very few exceptions, were loath to travel, audience figures still went up
in all festivals. Strange? Maybe. But it's a fact.

One of those films, shown in Cannes last year - and very successfully too
~ but it still had to wait on a shelf for a year and a half, is Liv Ullmann’s
»Faithless”. Finally, it has found a suitable screen, unsurprisingly, at the
Tel Aviv Cinematheque. This issue opens with a revealing interviewing
taken last year Cannes, in which Liv Ullmann speaks freely about her work
and relations with her mentor/ex-husband/scriptwriter Ingmar Bergman.

Still, we hope you read and enjoy.
Edna Fainaru
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