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Eran Kolirin’s latest film, "Beyond the Hills and Valleys” premiered this year in
the "Un Certain Regard” section of the Cannes Film Festival, but is still waiting
to be released at home. The film opens with a motto, a quote from a poem by the
late David Avidan, saying that “the simple, irrevocable truth is we have nowhere
else to go”. Talking with Shmulik Dovdevani about his picture, Kolirin described
it as "a requiem for the Israeli spirit”, explaining that this story of a middleclass,
average Israeli family struggling with every aspect of life at this point in time
in this country, is an attempt to go beyond the political and social allegories, in
order to reach for the essence of our existence here.

>

”Avanti Popolo”, an Israeli film made 30 years ago, is rightly considered a
classic that most film buffs have heard of but not many have seen because of
the atrocious qualities of its prints. Now it has finally benefitted from a long-
deserved facelift. Thanks to the efforts of the Jerusalem Cinematheque and Film
Archive, there is a gloriously restored digital print, and Yael Shuv, who has
seen it again, points out some of its miraculous qualities that may have been
forgotten, qualities that are even more amazing considering the fact that writer/
director Rafi Bukaee and all his team had barely graduated at the time they were
working on this film.

>

At the end of December, exactly 20 years after his death, the Israeli Cinematheques
are presenting a retro program of Marcello Mastroianni. Probably the one actor
most identified with the image of the Latin Lover, a title he wasn’t very happy
with and often tried his best to disprove in his films, Mastroianni was without
any doubt one of the most natural, effortless, humane, charming and touching
performers ever to grace the screen, and an inspiring presence for some of
the greatest Italian directors of his time. Danny Muggia offers a few knowing
glimpses into the character of this unique talent and personality.

>

Also in this issue, an interview with prolific French director Francois Ozon,
recently covered with praise for his latest picture, “"Frantz”, a few pages from the
diary of the great Polish filmmaker Krzysztof Kieslowski, written while shooting
his first film in the West, “The Double life of Veronika” and a wrap (probably
temporary) of Jason Bourne’s adventures, spread up by now over fifteen years
and five feature films.

Read and Enjoy.

Edna Fainaru
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