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ost of the present issue is dedicated
to the cinema of the Far East. We
have often dealt with it in the past
and will certainly come back to it
in the future, but in the meantime,

3 here is a collection of items you may
flnd of interest. First comes Akira Kurosawa‘s guide to the
young filmmaker, written originally for a Toho Studios press
release and later added as the final chapter to Kurosawa‘s
autobiography. A pearl worth reading at all times. Then,
still in Japan, but as un-similar as one can possibly be, Erez
Dvora‘s review of Mamure Oshii‘s films, the master of that
unique Japanese known as anima, a combination hetween
sophisticated comic books and cinema animation, one of the
richest and most exciting science fiction explorations available
today. Next door to Japan, there is Korea with its peculiar
tendency to mix genres in the most incongruous manner to
the most unpredictable results, as pointed out by Pablo Utin.
And in Korea, there is also Hong Sang-soo, a pioneer of the
new cinema often more appreciated abroad than he is at home.
Tom Shoval looks at his career which, surprisingly, becomes
rather difficult to follow, with two new films coming out, one
in Cannes the other in Venice, to be hopefully covered by us in
the near future. And going down to Hong Kong, Ren Fogel's
piece follows John Woo from his early “heroic bloodshed™ days,
all the way te Hollywood blockbuster glory and back to China
for the lavishly produced and enthusiastically applauded “Red
Cliff”. And finally. Amir Vodka delivers a lesson in the real
meaning and sense of kung fu, as perceived through films but

"not only through them.

And in a completely different context: The new Israeli cinema
has been deservedly praised around the world, but even its
most ardent supporters have to concede that humor is not its
strong point. Once in a while, it dares to tickle its audience,
“The Band‘s Visit” is the obvious example, but somehow it
seems this is the exception that proves the rule. Is this the
way it should be? To find an answer to this question, Dean
Movshovitz brought together a number of comedy specialists,
among them Dror Shaul (“Sima Vaknin is a Witch”), Sharon
Maymon (“A Matter of Size”) and Adam Sanderson, who
directed the new comedy “This is Sodom”, (featuring the
tremendously popular team of the “Wonderful Land™ TV
show), scriptwriter Tal Granit and film critic Nahman Ingbar,
the acting artistic director of the Cinema Project Film fund,
to hear what they have to say about it all.

[Edlma [Fadmnaooe

N

Comtemis

A guide for the young filmmalker
Useful hints for earmest beginmers
Akira Kurosawa (heb. Danny Warth)

Wandering on the edge of reality
Mamure Qshii and the world of
anima

Erez Dvora

The science of random occasions
The films of Hong Sang-see
Tom Shoval

Intentional genre confusion
Koreans tread where others
wouldn‘t dare

Pablo Utin

Heroic bloodsheds

John Woeo — from the criminal code
to historical codes

Ron Fogel

Kung fu — or the meaning of
It‘s not just flying through the air
Amir Vodka

Where have all the comedies gone
Sharem Maymon, Dror Shaul,
Tal Granit, Adam Sanderson and
Nahman Ingbar lock for the lost
laughs.

Dean Movshovitz
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