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e had the Robert Bresson special in mind for some time,
but when we were told a retrospective program of his films was on its
way to Israel, preferred to wait until it will be here. Now, that it is, the
time is ripe for this issue, dedicated to one of the most influential
filmmakers of all time. The late Robert Bresson was, everybody will
agree, a "filmmaker's filmmaker". His work is unlike any other’s, finely
and precisely chiseled pictures respecting sets of rules and principles
which he fashioned and adhered to all his life with an insistence that
generated the admiration of all his fellow filmmakers. The cinema
industry, on the other hand, was much less comfortable with his
minimalism or with his rejection of the star system and (after his first
three films) and of actors in general. Not to mention his obstinacy to
separate film from theatre at all costs or his persistence to establish a
language for the cinema that would be unique and special and unlike
the language adopted by any of the other arts. His "Notes on
Cinematographe”, a booklet containing most of his principles on the
art dear to him, was recently translated into Hebrew and we wish to
thank Israel Carmel, "Carmel Publishing" and the translator Ariel
Schweizer for the permission to use quotes from it in the present issue.
We would also like to thank Mrs. Mylene Bresson, as well as Jonanthan
Rosenbaum, Michel Ciment and James Quant for their help with this
publication. Most of all, we owe our gratitude to the French Embassy
in Tel Aviv and the French Cultural Institute for the films to be shown
in the retrospective. After all, with all due respect to the written words
- what good would they all be without the films themselves?

Enjoy
Edna Fainaru
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