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Cannes is the leading film event of the year. No argument about that. But cinema
is changing all the time and all the hype around it as well. But if no drastic
changes seemed to have taken place this time in Cannes, for its 70th anniversary,
it was pretty much an illusion. The Red Carpet, as full as ever with major and
minor stars from every corner of the universe, was as sparkling as expected,
there was glamor galore and the famous kissed and hugged each other for all the
cameras to see. The crowds, substantial during the first weekend but thinner in
following day, happily cheered though the fireworks had to be cancelled when
terror hit Manchester and the festival tuned down its festivities, to express its
sympathy. As usual, every film person in the world was waiting this year for the
festival, to find out not only what’s new but what they are going to see, or show,
or buy or sell, for the next 12 months. But less than usual, not everyone showed
up at the meeting. Certainly not all of the Americans who obviously thought this
is not the best time to go gallivanting around the world even if it is for business
reasons. The market, according to the people who attended it religiously, as they
do each time, was less crowded, the enthusiasm was muted and even those who
did show up, felt that they might not do it again next year. With technology
allowing them to watch everything in the comfort of their own home, they saw
no reason to push their way into a crowd just to see a film.

And then, there were the films. Big names, but for some reason, most of them
are biding their time, repeating themselves, which the film critics couldn’t
really celebrate either. Still, these are the films we’ll be seeing in the near
future, and out of them, we tried to pick the most interesting: Sweden’s "The
Square”, a biting satire on the ethics and the artistic standards of the modern
world, France’s "L’atelier”, a portrait of the generations gap and everything that
separates its two sides and Russia’s "Loveless”, a bleak, desolate and grim image
of a disintegrating middleclass family.

Two masterclasses by two of the most interesting directors of the day, Clint
Eastwood and Alfonso Cuaron, both of them relaxed and willing to answer any
question, offered interesting insights into their work. And of course, you will
also find a wrap of the festival, covering the more relevant films screened in this
edition.

Read and Enjoy.

Edna Fainaru
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